
Innovations at Lenberg Farms – 
Mariposa Dairy

The Beginning

Partnership with Finica

• Premiers’ Award #1: New product ‘Cranberry Chevre’

New innovations at LenBerg Farms

• Premiers’ Award #2: Livestock Traceability

New Innovation at Mariposa Dairy

• Premiers’ Award #3:  MegaPress

The (anticipated) Future



Welcome to Lenberg Farms



The Coverall at Lenberg Farms



Outstanding in our field!



The original Cheese Plant 
located at Lenberg Farms



Mariposa Dairy moves to Lindsay



Cheese Vats at Mariposa Dairy



Premiers’ Award #1:
Cranberry with Cinnamon Chevre.  



Packing the Cheese



April 20, 2007 

Province Recognizes On-Farm Innovation 

Seven Regional Award Winners Honoured For Their Achievements

• Mariposa Dairy
More cheese, please! The Vandenberg family, owners of the Mariposa Dairy, have 
developed new goat cheese products that are proving to be a real hit in the 
marketplace. By adding cinnamon and cranberries to goat cheese, Mariposa Dairy 
has grown its market, doubled the number of employees at the cheese plant since 
2004 and expanded goat milk production in Ontario. Since the first flavoured cheeses 
were developed in 2003, the Vandenbergs have increased their product line. 
Mariposa Dairy goat cheeses can be found in various retail stores across the 
province, including Loblaws, and entered the U.S. marketplace in 2005. Plans are 
afoot to introduce the goat cheeses to the international marketplace as well. 



Meanwhile … back at Lenberg 
Farms…



Premiers’ Award #2:  
Animal Traceability





Lenberg Farms – Oakwood

How do you keep track of report 
cards for 2,000 kids? Just ask 
Lenberg Farms, whose innovative 
record-keeping approach helps 
them manage Ontario's largest 
dairy goat herd. 

It all begins at birth. Details are 
recorded immediately in a kid book 
and card, establishing the first step 
in traceability. Information is then 
transferred into a computer record-
keeping system. The pre-printed 
kid cards are the cornerstone of the 
system. Important milestones, such 
as colostrum feedings, tagging, 
vaccinations and treatments are 
pre-scheduled for each group of 
kids. 

Now employees can consult the 
scheduling book and know what 
has to be accomplished to care for 
the kids that day. 

The farm has hosted producer 
tours, is attracting international 
interest and deserves an A+ for this 
progressive management tool.



Premiers’ Award #3:  MegaBags



The ‘Old’ System



The ‘New’ System



Leaders in Innovation Awards: 

Mariposa Dairy Ltd. - Lindsay 

Separating curds and whey used to be a tough job at Mariposa Dairy Ltd., a 
producer of soft goat cheese. Workers had to hang bags on a stainless steel 
tree and flip them every few hours for proper drainage. The whole process was 
time-consuming and physically challenging until a new innovation was 
introduced. The dairy worked with community partners to design the 
"MegaPress," a machine that separates curds and whey so quickly and 
efficiently that it has reduced the separation time cycle from four days to 24 
hours. That makes it a lot easier to produce nearly 18,000 litres of cheese each 
day to meet market demand. The energy-saving press can also be preset for 
different moisture content levels, helping the dairy create new varieties to add 
to their line of award-winning cheeses. The MegaPress has increased 
production and created new jobs, and is helping introduce Ontario goat cheese 
into the global market. 





To Sum Up
The (anticipated) Future

(based on  the two slide presentation given in China 
on the Ontario/China Mission 2013) 

Rick Glab, 

Mariposa’s Plant 
Manger



• Mariposa Dairy leads in the production of  high quality goat cheese products in 
North America.  It  is owned by the Vandenberg family and is partnered with the 
Gellert Global Group.

• Lenberg Farms is a state of the art facility with a  goat herd management 
software  system,  a Canadian first.   Each goat is tagged with a micro chip to 
monitor and control  goat milk production.  As a result,  Mariposa Dairy is 
vertically integrated allowing for complete  control to assure the highest  
quality  goat cheese products .

• To supplement Lenberg Farms’ goat milk, Mariposa Dairy uses only milk from 
selected farms in Ontario.

• Goat milk production in 1990 in Ontario was 2 million litres, in 2012 increased 
to 30 million! The trend is up!  It is a growing market.

• Consumer are looking for and demanding healthy alternative foods . Goat milk 
cheese  is low in fat and  cholesterol, high in calcium and vitamins A and D. 

• Goat cheese has now hit the critical mass in North America. In the industrial 
world - Canada, US, Europe - goat milk cheese accounts for 2% of cheese 
usage.  It is no longer a niche market, it is a trend!



• Mariposa Dairy has been the leader in North American trend setting for goat cheese 
flavours under the brand name ‘Celebrity International’ :  Cranberry & Cinnamon,  
Blueberry & Cinnamon, Honey Infused,  Fig infused,  Mediterranean spice  and,  the 
newest on the market,  Chocolaty Cherry 

• Our award winning cheeses are  in major Canadian and  U.S. retailers.  We recently 
won the bid for Metro’s ‘Irresistible’ House Brand!  

• Our Cranberry & Cinnamon goat cheese was selected by the Ontario Government to 
showcase at the Ontario pavilion menu during the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympics.

• We have implemented and certified the factory with a Global Food Safety Initiative 
FSSC 22000.

• 40% of  Mariposa Dairy goat cheese is now exported to the US market. 

• We have also launched into Malaysia and are anticipating to launch our brands  in 
China.  
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