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The 2015 ConTemporary SCholarS ConFerenCe  
iS generouSly SupporTed by Cne

Nuffield France particularly appreciates the support of «Confédération Nationale de l’elevage» for 
providing, in tangible form, the ‘cream on the cake’ that enables us to offer a memorable and, in 
many cases, a life-changing experience for all our international Nuffield scholars

This Nuffield Contemporary scholars Conference has also been supported in many ways by orga-
nisations in Reims, and throughout France. They are very supportive of agribusiness and our proud 
Nuffield traditions. They include:
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“One day in your lifetime you will have the opportunity to change 
your life and your vision. Take it easy, do it” 

(Nuffield Contemporary Scholar Conference NZ 2011)

On behalf of all the team of Nuffield France, we are very happy to welcome 
you to France for the Contemporary scholar Conference 2015.

This week, we have the honour of receiving over 75 scholars, farmers co-
ming from different countries around the world (Australia, New Zealand, 
Brazil, China, mozambique, india, the Netherlands, england, ireland, scotland 
and France) to exchange and share their experiences and knowledge in the 

course of a week centred on the theme: «Farming ahead : towards an innovative and dynamic 
agricultural sector».

Throughout each day you will cover various topics with high-level experts. Rich and varied themes 
will allow you, through visits or interventions, to scan a wide range of issues pertaining to agri-
culture, such as the organization of agriculture in the world, communication, big data, innovation 
and leadership.

We also wanted to give you the opportunity to visit some of the jewels of the Champagne region 
in terms of innovation: whether it be the centre of excellence for competitivity of Reims or the 
recent improvements made by moët et Chandon in terms of reducing environmental impacts.

The program of the week has been put together with the aim of allowing each of you to discover, 
share and step back a little to take a broad view of the agricultural issues and the challenges that 
you will be confronted with in the future.

Nuffield is a magical experience and a unique opportunity that you have the chance to live. so, 
just do it, and remember that agriculture is first and foremost a human adventure, one that is 
passionately rewarding!!

Sarah Singla

Chair, Nuffield France
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“Un jour, au cours de votre existence, vous allez avoir l’occasion 
de transformer votre vie. Take it easy, do it” 

(Nuffield Contemporary Scholar Conference NZ 2011)

Au nom de toute l’équipe Nuffield France, nous sommes très heureux de vous 
accueillir en France pour le Contemporary scholar Conference 2015.

Cette semaine, nous avons l’honneur de recevoir plus de 75 boursiers, agricul-
teurs venant de différents pays (Australie, Nouvelle-Zélande, Brésil, Chine, mo-
zambique, inde, Pays-Bas, Angleterre, irlande, ecosse, et France), qui viendront 
échanger et partager leurs expériences et leur savoirs au cours d’une semaine 

placée sous le thème : « L’agriculture de demain : une agriculture de pointe et un secteur agricole 
dynamique »

Au cours de chaque journée, vous aborderez des sujets divers avec des experts de haut niveau. 
Des thèmes très variés et riches qui, au travers de visites ou d’interventions, vous permettront de 
balayer un large panel d’éléments touchant à l’agriculture, tels que l’organisation de l’agriculture 
dans le monde, la communication, big data, l’innovation big data ou encore le leadership.

Nous avons également souhaité vous donner l’occasion de visiter quelques uns de fleurons de la 
région champenoise en termes d’innovation : qu’il s’agisse du pôle de compétitivité de Reims ou 
encore des aménagements récemment réalisés par moët et Chandon en termes de réduction des 
impacts environnementaux.

Le programme de la semaine a été construit dans l’objectif de permettre à chacun d’entre vous de 
découvrir, de partager et de prendre du recul et de la hauteur par rapport aux enjeux agricoles et 
aux défis que vous serez amenés à relever. 

Nuffield est une expérience magique et une opportunité unique que vous avez la chance de 
pouvoir vivre. Just do it et souvenez vous que l’agriculture est avant tout une aventure humaine, 
passionnément enrichissante !!

Sarah Singla

Chair, Nuffield France
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Saturday 28th of february SPEAKER  dRESS CodE

WELCoME

All day Arrivals to the  hotel

CASUAL6:30 PM Taste of the Champagne area Thibault Brocard(NSch 2012)

8:00 PM dinner (Hotel)

Sunday 1st of march SPEAKER  dRESS CodE

Getting  

acquainted 

Chair :  

Roger Mercer  

(Nuffield  

International)

8:00 AM Welcome to the CSC - 
welcome to France Sarah Singla (Nuffield France)

CASUAL

8:15 AM Welcome to Nuffield and  
objectives of the week

Roger Mercer 
(Nuffield International)

8:30 AM Scholars from all around 
the world Facilitators : Jean Lonie, david King

10:00 AM Morning Break

10:30 AM Knowing yourself Facilitators : Jean Lonie, david King

12:00 AM Lunch Break (Hotel)

2:00 PM Paper chase in Reims city Syndicat d’initiative - Reims

7:30 PM dinner (Hotel)

Tuesday 3rd of march SPEAKER  dRESS CodE

Innovation  

in agriculture 

Chairs :  

Wallace Hendrie 

(UK)-  

Jean Lonie (USA)

8:00 AM
Competitiveness Cluster Indus-
tries & Agro-Ressources : IAR 
(Part one)

Jean Marie Chauvet, olivier Le Bohan

BUSINESS 
CASUAL

10:00 AM Morning Break

10:30 AM
Competitiveness Cluster Indus-
tries & Agro-Ressources : IAR 
(Part one)

Jean Marie Chauvet, olivier Le Bohan

12:00 AM Lunch Break (Hotel)

1:30 PM Visit of the IAR’s cluster Jean Marie Chauvet, olivier Le Bohan

8:00 PM dinner Restaurant «L’Apostrophe» (Reims city)

Monday 2nd of march SPEAKER  dRESS CodE

Setting  

the scene  

Chair :  

Bill o’Keefe  

(Ireland)

8:00 AM Future of farming : «65» Edwin Van Raalte 
(Business Manager - Rabobank)

BUSINESS
CASUAL

10:30 AM Morning Break (Hotel)

11:00 AM European agriculture and CAP Arnaud Petit (Copa-Cogeca)

12:30 AM Lunch Break (Hotel)

2:00 PM
Towards an international 
agricultural policy ? 
The MoMA

Pierre PAGESSE (Chairman - 
MoMAGRI) and david King 
(translator)

3:30 PM French agriculture Mr Carraes (APCA)

4:30 PM Afternoon Break Syndicat d’initiative - Reims

5:00 PM Round table
Edwin Van Raalte (Rabobank), 
Arnaud Petit, Mr Carraes, 
Christophe Hillairet

6:00 PM daily debrief Facilitators : Jean Lonie, david King

7:30 PM dinner (Hotel)
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Wednesday 4th of march SPEAKER  dRESS CodE

Innovation  

in agriculture  

Chairman  :  

Julian Raine (NZ)

8:00 AM
Taking care of the soil : 
basis of the agricultural 
production

Frédéric Thomas (TCS)

BUSINESS
CASUAL

10h15 AM Morning Break (Hotel)

10:45 AM
Post GMo Biotechnology,  
New Biotech Plants :  
What Are We Talking About?

Marie-Cécile Hénard (Société 
des Agriculteurs de France)

12:30 AM Lunch Break (Hotel)

1:30 PM Who are we and why are 
we involved at your side? Claude Allo - chairman CNE

1:45 PM Genetics and genomics Laurent Journaux  
(France Génétique Elevage)

3:00 PM Networks strength for  
innovative research Adrien Guichaoua (ACTA)

3:30 PM Afternoon Break

4:00 PM Round Table

Frédéric Thomas (TCS) ,  
Laurent Journaux (FGE) ,  
Marie-Cécile Hénard (SAF),  
Adrien GUICHAoUA ( ACTA)

5:30 PM daily debrief Facilitators : Jean Lonie, david King

7:30 PM dinner (Hotel)

Thursday 5th of march SPEAKER  dRESS CodE

Communication  

Chair :  

djuke Van  

der Maat (NL)

8:00 AM
Why do we need to commu- 
nicate and how to have an 
accurate communication ?

Jean Pierre Beaudoin (I&E)

BUSINESS 
CASUAL

10:00 AM Morning break

10:30 AM
Agriculture communicates : 

Passion Céréales example

olivia Ruch (director  
of Passion Cereales),  
Antoine Part (Passion Céréales)

11:30 AM SYMBIoSE: an original  
and practical approach Jean Baptiste Vervy (FdSEA 51)

12:00 AM Lunch Break (Hotel)

1:30 AM

Moët et Chandon : how does 
a Champagne industry com-
municates about innovation 
and environment ?

Félix Bocquet (Moët et Chandon)

4:30 PM Farms visits linked to  
SYMBIoSE exprerience

7:30 PM dinner (Hotel)
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Saturday 7th of march SPEAKER  dRESS CodE

Wrapping up  

Chair :  

Andrew Johnson 

(Australia)

8:00 AM
Synthesis of the week : 
Pulling it all together  
and going forward

Facilitators : Jean Lonie, david King

CASUAL
12:00 PM Lunch Break (lunch at  

the hotel or lunch boxes)

2:00 PM departure on leisure

Friday 6th of march SPEAKER  dRESS CodE

Leadership  
Chair :  

Kelvin Meadows 
(Canada)

8:00 AM
Leading agriculture 
through a new product, 
through farmers

M. Ehmann (CEo - Nataïs)

BUSINESS
CASUAL

10:00 AM Morning Break (Hotel)

10:30 AM
Leadership through 
people skills

Pierre Martin, Fanny Mingam, 
Geraldine Weber-Budd (Bio3G)

12:30 AM Lunch Break (Hotel)

2:00 PM datas in agriculture :  
for what? For Who? Pierre Rolland ( Geosys)

3:00 PM Transversal datas 
management 

Pascal Poitevin  
(France Génétique Elevage)

4:00 PM datas in agriculture :  
who do they belong to? 

Herve Pillaud (farmer)  
and david King (translator)

5:00 PM Afternoon Break

5:30 PM daily debrief Facilitators : Jean Lonie, david King

8:00 PM Gala dinner MUMM 
BUSINESS 
FoRMAL 

FoR dINNER
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dreSS Code

BUSINESS FORMAL

•	 Men: Suit with shirt and tie and smart, closed shoes.

•	 Women: Suits with trousers or skirt, business dress 
(knee length or below), jewellery, heels or smart flat 
shoes.

BUSINESS CASUAL

•	 Men: Jacket, collared shirt, no tie required; no jeans. 
Closed shoes, no runners/trainers.

•	 Women: Suit pants or skirt, shirts, sweaters or turtle-
necks. No mini skirts. Conservative shoes—heels or 
flats.

CASUAL

•	 Men: Collared top, jeans are acceptable. No athletic 
wear but runners/trainers are acceptable.

•	 Women: Neat yet informal. Trousers or jeans, shirts 
or sweaters. No mini skirts or beach wear.

during The WeeK 

For scholars: 

Throughout the CSC Scholars will be working in small 
groups. Each day you will be in a different group, as indi-
cated by the color on your name tag for that day. Your 
facilitators will discuss this process in more detail, but you 
should sit with your group (as assigned by the color) each 
day. The colors have been randomly assigned with the 
intention to allow all of the Scholars to interact with each 
other and work together throughout the duration of the 
CSC.

For executives:

Schedule for Board meetings: Sunday PM, Tuesday PM, 
Thursday AM, Saturday AM

practical informations:
This document sets out the official CSC program. It is fol-
lowed by biographies of scholars from all countries, Nuf-
field country executives, speakers and facilitators.

noTeS For arriValS:

•	 Friday 27th (For those who arrive on the 27th of 
February prior of the visit of the SIA on the Saturday 
morning): Nuffield Scholars, (Benoit Presles, Vincent 
Chouanard and al) will meet n’ greet arriving scho-
lars at Charles de Gaulle airport and will bring you to 
the hotel Campanile Roissy.

•	 on Saturday 28th: the other Nuffield scholars and 
executives who arrive by plane will be greet in the 
airport before being transported to the hotel by bus. 
The scholars and executives who don’t arrive by 
plane will go directly to the hotel in Reims-Tinqueux.

•	 Reims accommodation : Novotel Reims Tinqueux, 
Route de Soissons, 51430 Tinqueux

•	 Scholars will be in twin share bedrooms and a mix 
of nationalities

•	 Keys will be passed to each guest from Nuffield re-
gistration desk in hotel foyer on arrival

noTeS For The WeeK

•	 Luggage must be restricted to one large 
suitcase and one backpack or hand luggage

•	 All participants MUST bring note taking materials to 
every session e.g. pen and paper or iPad/tablet

•	 You will have a free internet access in the hotel

•	 Breakfast : from 6:30 am to 8:00 am

•	 dinner in the hotel : French specialties all week long, 
beverages not included in the menu

In case of emergency, please contact:
Sarah Singla on +33 (0)6 74 45 71 93 
Benoit Presles on +33 (0)6 07 23 15 56
Thibaud Brocard on +33 (0)6 45 43 42 33
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mike is currently Director of the Nuffield Farming scholarships Trust in the United Kingdom. He is 
responsible to the Nuffield Trustees for managing the unique Nuffield scheme of study and perso-
nal development in the United Kingdom and its involvement with Nuffield international.

He comes with a lifelong commitment to rural affairs and agriculture at large, as well as the 
experience gained from a successful military career, followed by seven years as Bursar of large 
independent school charities.

During his time in the British Army he travelled extensively, served in sierra Leone, Jordan, Hong 
Kong and europe as well as visiting UsA, Canada and New Zealand and working in international 
organisations. He was Deputy Commandant and Chief of staff at the Royal military Academy sand-
hurst where he set up ‘The sandhurst Foundation’ as an alumni for the 60,000 officers and staff 
with the greater purpose of fostering leadership worldwide.

At two large UK independent schools he was responsible for all aspects of administration for large 
charities including their proper business management, statutory compliance and governance.

mike is an accomplished horseman, who has been Chef d’equipe for international Three-Day even-
ting teams and continues to serve as an active British eventing and international Fei steward.

He lives in the heart of somerset near Taunton, in the Blackdown Hills, south-West england where 
he lives with his wife who acts as Director’s Assistant. They have one son who is currently studying 
at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester.

Southill Farmhouse
Staple Fitzpaine, Taunton
Somerset TA3 5SH

Ph: +44 (0) 1460 234012
E: director@NuffieldScholar.org

mike VACHER
Director Nuffield UK
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Wallace Hendrie is Nuffield UK Chairman since 2014 

He farms with his family 560ha in Ayrshire and 700ha in Argyll. 

He is Managing director of Hendrie Brothers which operate two dairy herds calving 650 spring and 300 
Autumn.the family has long had an interest in cattle trading and has recently diversified into biomass. 

We have expanded the dairy in recent years fuelled by grass hence my interest in forage based sys-
tems. 

He is also chair of a local community food hub which hopes to open local food shop cafe and training 
space. 

I have long held an ambition to bring the rural community closer to their production and customer and 
this project was too good to resist.

Hendrie Brothers (Millands) Ltd
West overland Farm
Galston - Kilmarnock - KA1 5JY

Mob: 07801 922604 - Ph: 01563 820316
E: hendrie211@btinternet.com

Wallace HENdRIE
Chairman Nuffield UK
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Roger qualified with a Higher National diploma in Agriculture in 1974. 
He was awarded a Nuffield Farming Scholarship in 1987 to study pigs and potatoes and mixed far-
ming operations in North America. 
Roger farms 2,000 hectares in the UK and 4,000 hectares in New South Wales, Australia, cropping 
cereals, canola, peas and beans. In addition, root land is let out. 
The farming operation also produces 5,000 free-range sows and 600 indoor pigs and markets pig 
meat through UK retailer Marks and Spencer and directly through its own brand “Packington Pork”. 
The business also runs free-range chickens. 
The Mercer business also has rural offices, residential barn conversions and  
commercial property interests. 
Roger has previously grown potatoes in Hungary and was a director of “Ingleby Farms” for seven 
years, which now farms over 120,000 hectares in various parts of the world. 
Roger is Chairman of Harper Adams University and is the incoming Nuffield International Chairman. 
He also has various non-executives roles.

Blakenhall Park
Barton under Needwood - Burton on Trent
Staffordshire
ENGLANd dE138AJ
Ph: +44(0)1283713901 - Mob: 07970 703 901
E: rogermercer@mercerfarming.com

roger MERCER
Chairman Ni
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Bill was awarded the Nuffield scholarship which was funded by the Peter daly Trust in 2010. Bill’s 
study topic was “Growing your business through staff”.

His Nuffield Scholarship travel took him to the USA, Australia, New Zealand and Japan. He studied 
agricultural industries and other organisations that successfully bring employees through the business 
and allow them to become stakeholders.

Bill, with his wife Audrey, are dairy farmers in Cork, in the South of Ireland, milking 350 cows on a 100 
hectare operation, and supplying Glanbia, which is Ireland’s largest milk processor.

The herd is Spring calving and the o’Keeffe’s aim to maximise the use of pasture as the key to impro-
ving business profitability. All young stock are contract reared on separate farms. 

Bill was appointed to the Board of Nuffield Ireland in 2011, and is currently Chairman.

Knockmourne, Conna, 
Co Cork, Ireland.

Ph: +353-86-1975087
E: billokeeffe@gmail.com

bill o’KEEFFE
Chairman, Nuffield ireland



Reims | France | 28 february - 7 march 2015

 biography

 ConTaCT

2015
Contemporary Scholars Conference 
Farming ahead : towards an innovative and dynamic agricultural sector

41 Cherrington Rd, Shankill, 
Co dublin, Ireland.

Ph: +353-87-2563501
E: exec@nuffield.ie

John Tyrrell is Executive Secretary of Nuffield Ireland Farming Scholars, and took up this position in 
January 2013.

John is from a farming background in County dublin. He graduated with an Honours degree in Agri-
culture from University College dublin. He then worked with AdAS, in the UK for three years as a 
Specialist dairy Adviser.

In 1978, he took up a role in the Irish Co-operative organisation Society (ICoS), which is the umbrella 
body for agricultural co-operatives. He became CEo of ICoS in January 1990 and continued in that 
capacity until late 2010. 

John played an important role in developing the close link between ICoS and Nuffield, and had been 
part of the candidate selection panel for many years.

John operates a consultancy business focused on the food industry, co-operatives, governance and 
strategy. He has extensive experience of international dairy co-ops. He is also is Executive Secretary of 
the dairy Research Trust which is responsible for the collection and allocation of the dairy levy to dairy 
production and food research programmes.

He is married to doreen, and they have two adult boys. In his spare time he is a keen golfer, and avid 
follower of Leinster rugby.

John TYRRELL
executive secretary, Nuffield ireland
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E: mailto:alomohan.am@gmail.com

Alo Mohan is a 2013 Nuffield scholar and his paper was on the transfer of knowledge within the 
poultry industry»thinking different». Presently he is a member of the Poultry Council of Ireland . He 
works closely with the food safety authority of Ireland in Camplybactor .

 He served four years on Ireland’s food board «Bord Bia « .He also served as national poultry chairman 
in the Irish farmers association.

He is one of the founders of taste of Cavan which has over 40,000 patrons , this gives a platform for 
farmers to give a real farm to fork experience to the consumer.

At presently he farms over 1.2 million birds a year in conjunction with a beef farm.

alo MoHAN
Chairman CsC 2016
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Karen Brosnan is a 2013 Nuffield scholar. Her report; ‘Pathways of leadership development in Irish agri-
culture” recommended tiers of leadership development to achieve an industry vision. She  works as a 
management consultant and is an expert in transitioning people through change. Karen has worked 
across sectors to design, develop and implement change programmes. Karen uses her HR and organi-
sation development experience to provide expertise in facilitation, change management, leadership, 
organisation evaluation and strategic planning. 

For the past 15 years, she has worked with discussion groups and community groups throughout 
Ireland. In recent years, she has focused her engagement on self  and shared leadership, and on skills 
development for partnership and collaborative farming. 

E: mailto:karen@consultwright.com

Karen BRoSNAN
Consultant for Ni
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Julian RAINE is a 1997 Scholar who studied: “Integrated fruit production in response to European 
developments in this field”. 
Julian’s background is in agriculture and horticulture with thirty-something years experience.
He is actively involved in a wide range of businesses regionally and nationally. This has been at both 
a management and governance level. These companies are generally export focused in food pro-
duction, processing and marketing.

His family operation grows five different horticultural crops, milks cows, raises beef and grows tim-
ber. Approximately 90 per cent of all product produced is exported to over 15 different countries.

Born and breed on a traditional livestock farm in Nelson, Julian was educated at Nelson College and 
Lincoln University.
over the years he has taken a keen interest in science and the environment.

He has served as a director and deputy Chair on Landcare Research (NZ Government owned) for 
six years plus a further five years as Chairman of Sirtrack, Landcare’s largest subsidiary. The science 
theme has continued with his currently role as a director of the Cawthron Institute.

during 2013 he was elected President of Horticulture NZ.
He was awarded a Nuffield Scholarship in 1997 and studied Integrated Fruit Production.
Julian has served six years on Nuffield New Zealand as a trustee including the last two years as 
Chairman.
Julian is married to Cathy and they have three adult children. In his spare time he enjoys the ou-
tdoors including
fishing and boating. As an avid All Blacks and Makos supporter he enjoys watching the great game 
of rugby.

465 Suffolk Road, Stoke
Nelson, New Zealand 7011

Ph: 021 443 993
E: raine@ts.co.nz

Julian RAINE
Chairman Nuffield NZ
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Anne started in the newly established General Manager role on 13th January this year.

From Christchurch with a Masters in Commerce and Management from Lincoln University Anne also 
has a Bachelors degree from Canterbury University. She has a background in management across a 
range of industries and sectors as well as education having been a staff member of Lincoln Univer-
sity and CPIT.

Anne has a passion for the ongoing development of people at all levels. Having majored in training 
and development she has been involved in professional development programs and founded the 
national conference for the events industry of which she has been a director for 12 years.

For the last 20 years, Anne has worked as a project management and consultant in the recreation 
facility, business and events sectors. Some of the major projects she has led include Project Manager 
of the APEC Science and Technology

Ministerial and Associated Events, Project Manager for the Canterbury Skills and Employment Hub 
and Christchurch Manager for both the Rugby World Cup and FIFA U17 Women’s World Cups.

Recruited into the business support program immediately after the Christchurch earthquake, Anne 
has more recently has been a business advisor for Selwyn district Council supporting business 
owners and directors in professional development and business capability building. This role has 
developed her understanding of the leadership needs of the rural sector.

Anne is a keen sports person still playing competitive tennis and is a cyclist. Travel is also a passion 
she recently combined both with a cycling trip from Nice to Barcelona through the French Alps and 
Pyrenees.

E: annehindson@gmail.com

anne HINdSoN
Director Nuffield NZ
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Andrew is a 2005 Scholar who studied: “Sow welfare and efficiency – animal welfare policy, 
disease management, producer integration and sow housing”.

Andrew and his family – which include his parents, brother and partner – run an intense 
farming operation in the Upper South-East and Mid-North of South Australia. This production 
includes pigs, sheep, cattle and cropping.

Andrew is a 2005 Scholar who studied: “Sow welfare and efficiency – animal welfare policy, 
disease management, producer integration and sow housing”.

on returning from his Nuffield Scholarship, Andrew went on to becoming Secretary and sub-
sequently Chairman of the Nuffield South Australia Branch, and was elected to the Board in 
2010. He was appointed Chairman in 2013.

Andrew is also a director with Top Pork Pty Ltd and has recently been appointed a direc-
torship with Australian Pork Limited.

Mt Boothby Pastoral Co
Po Box 1120
Tintinara, SA 5266

Ph: +61 (0) 427 849 467
E: andrew@mtboothby.com.au

andrew JoHNSoN
Director Nuffield Australia
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As Chief Executive officer of Nuffield Australia Farming Scholars since 2005, Jim Geltch manages the 
application phase, selection and international study program for up to 21 Australian Nuffield Scholars 
each year. He also is the secretariat for Nuffield International, which encompasses managing and over-
seeing all Nuffield international events, including the expansion of the program into other countries.

A farmer and Nuffield Scholar himself, Jim simultaneously manages a production unit growing 25,000 
tonnes of processing tomatoes in Victoria’s Echuca-Rochester region. He undertook a Nuffield Scho-
larship in 1986 to explore farmer education, advances in irrigation technology and computer-based 
crop modelling in Europe and Israel. This unlocked new opportunities. From 1994–2000 Jim was res-
ponsible for farm management and raw material procurement at Cedenco Australia, which processes 
and markets 80 per cent of Australia’s tomatoes.

A respected industry leader, Jim studied at Yanco Agricultural High School and Murrumbidgee College 
of Agriculture. He has been actively involved in numerous agricultural organisations, including appoint-
ments as Chairman of the Murrumbidgee College of Agriculture Advisory Council and Chairman of the 
National Vegetable Centre Advisory Council.

In 2001 Jim was awarded the order of Australia for service to primary industry in the field of irrigated 
agriculture and promotion of agricultural research and education.

Nuffield Australia Farming Scholarships
Po Box 586, Moama, New South Wales
AUSTRALIA 2731

Ph: 03 5480 0755
Mob: 0412 696 076
E: jimgeltch@nuffield.com.au

Jim GELTCH
CeO Nuffield Australia
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1603 Bingham Road
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan
Canada S6H 7R8

Ph: 306-694-5338
E: shelley.kelvin@gmail.com

Kelvin Meadows is a 2011 Canadian Nuffield Scholar and the current Chairman of Nuffield Canada. 

His topic delved into the factors that contribute to a successful farmer owned value chain, including 
farmer investor relations and expectations as well as plant capitalization and board/management 
composition.

For over 20 years, Kelvin was a pedigreed seed grower as well as owner/operator of a seed cleaning 
and export business in Saskatchewan. during his farming tenure, Kelvin had the opportunity to spend 
10 years as director and Chairman of the Saskatchewan Canola development Commission, which 
gave him exposure to different aspects of the food industry. 

After divesting themselves of the farm in 2008, Kelvin and his wife, Shelley, moved into value added 
food processing through an investment in Avena Foods Inc., a Regina based gluten free oat milling 
plant where Kelvin currently sits as Chairman of the Board. They also own and operate a land deve-
lopment company and seed crop inspection business.

Kelvin MEAdoWS 
Chairman of Nuffield Canada
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Ph: (814) 863-3942
E: jpl@psu.edu

Jean joined Penn State University in June 2014 as the director of Student Recruitment and Activities for 
the College of Agricultural Sciences. In this role she serves as an ambassador for the College, meeting 
with prospective students and families, educational professionals, allied industry and alums, with a 
focus on sharing the story of the myriad of opportunities available through the College and the agri-
cultural sciences industry. In addition, Jean serves as advisor for the Ag Advocate team, a group of 36 
undergraduate students who help host prospective families, participate in industry events and support 
efforts and initiatives of the College of Agricultural Sciences. 

Prior to joining the Penn State family, Jean worked in both the public and private sectors with a focus 
on agricultural communications, outreach and policy. Most recently she worked for Zoetis, formerly Pfi-
zer Animal Health, serving as Senior Manager of Marketing Communications for the U.S. Beef Segment 
and late Marketing Manager for the U.S. dairy anti-infective products. While at Zoetis Jean was selected 
for the organization’s Emerging Leaders program, and was a two-time recipient of the President’s Circle 
award for outstanding performance.

on the public sector side, Jean served the Pennsylvania department of Agriculture as director of Com-
munications and Executive Assistant to the PA Secretary of Agriculture. With this appointment, Jean 
had the opportunity to encourage, protect and promote the agriculture industry in her home state. This 
followed Jean’s time as the Agricultural Career and Technical Education Coordinator for the School dis-
trict of Philadelphia, where she focused on recruitment and engagement for urban students studying 
the agricultural sciences. This work was focused around W.B. Saul High School for Agricultural Sciences, 
which also happens to be the high school Jean attended. 

A native of Philadelphia, Jean’s connection to agriculture began when she enrolled at W. B. Saul H.S. of 
Agricultural Sciences. While at W.B. Saul, Jean was a 4 year FFA officer and majored in horticulture. She 
earned her B.S. in Agriculture from the University of delaware and has an MBA from Eastern University, 
and is currently taking courses as a Phd student at Penn State.

 Today, Jean remains connected to the PA FFA Association, the PA 4-H Council, and the PA Rural Lea-
dership (PA RULE) Board of directors. Jean has served as an adjunct professor at delaware Valley 
College. In 2013, Jean was named the Honorary U.S. Ambassador to the Nuffield International Far-
ming Scholars Program, a leadership development program for farmers and agriculturalists around the 
world, and she remains part of the Nuffield International team, serving as a conference facilitator in 
2013 and 2014, and will continue this work in France in 2015. 

Jean LoNIE 
executive and facilitator
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alfons BELMAN 
executive Nuffield NL

Alfons Beldman is a member of the board of Nuffield Netherlands.

I work as researcher for LEI Wageningen UR. I have studied Animal Husbandry and have been working 
for Wageningen University most of my career. I started as a researcher on the experimental farm 
Waiboerhoeve in Lelystad and I am now working for LEI, the part of Wageningen UR that focusses on 
social-economic research. My current work is mostly related to entrepreneurship, business innovation, 
dairy and sustainability. 

Through my work in the international network of Global dairy Farmers I have met several Nuffield 
scholars and was intrigued by the concept of the Nuffield scholarship. This type of scholarships were 
not known to the Netherlands. Together with Bram Prins I was invited to the CSC in Washington in 
2009 and was overwhelmed by the energy of all those ambitious scholars. At the moment I am a 
member of the board of Nuffield Netherlands. 
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Marsdijk 5, 3981 HE Bunnik
The Netherlands

Ph: +31 6 429 249 31
E: djukevdmaat@hotmail.com

2011 Nuffield Scholar (2011) who studied: “The successes and failures of niche markets”.

djûke van der Maat farms in partnership with her parents on a farm in Bunnik. They operate a business 
growing apples, pears, plumbs, cherries and a pilot programme with growing kiwi fruit. The farm 
includes a farm shop, education for primary school children, a horse livery and beef cattle as well.

A few years after graduating from the Wageningen University, djûke also started her own trading 
company, buying high quality fruit from selected farmers. She manages farmers in growing their fruit 
in a sustainable way and sells it to retail and food services. 

Farming in a densely populated area (10 million people within a 60 km radius), djûke is highly 
interested in farmer-consumer relations. She is involved in several initiatives stimulating local produce, 
local farmers cooperating and she is board member of the dutch Young Multi-Functional Farmers 
organisation. In 2013 djûke was recognized as being second best agricultural entrepreneur of The 
Netherlands. In 2014 she received the European Innovation Prize for Women Farmers. 

djûke VAN dER MAAT 
Charirman Nuffield NL
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Sarah is an arable farmer in the south of France. She studied agriculture and has master degree in 
agronomy.

Awarded a Nuffield scholarship in 2011, she focused on no-till system, soil fertility and looked at agri-
cultural systems as a big picture. 

Chairman of Nuffield France since 2012, she strongly believes in developing agriculture through people 
and developing people through agriculture.

Today, she is involved in several agricultural organizations. Known as a lecturer in France and abroad, 
her passion for agriculture leads her to play an active role in promoting an agriculture where econo-
mical, environmental and social aspects converge. 

Le Caussanel, 
12 290 Canet de Salars

Phone : +33 (0)6 74 45 71 93
E: s.singla@laposte.net

Sarah SINGLA
Chairman Nuffield France
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From Blois in the Loire Valley was a Nuffield Scholar in 1985. While managing an arable

farm in central France for 43 years, he also was the communications and services manager for a natio-
nal fertilizer, seed and chemical company for 20 of those years.

Now retired, he is the secretary of the French Nuffield Association and still does some consulting. 

Benoit has 2 children and his son is now farming 265 ha of combinable crops in no till system.

63 rue de Bracieux, 
41 350 Huisseau sur Cosson - France

Ph: +33 (0)6 07 23 15 56
E: benoit.presles@wanadoo  

benoit Presles
secretary Nuffield France
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“Wine lover before to be a wine maker”

Thibaud is coming from the Cote des Bar, one of the 3 only places which is producing Champagne. He 
grew up very close to the wine world. His father, Pierre Brocard, always pick him up to the vineyard or 
to the winery. His father always taught to him that the wine wasn’t only macerating graps. It’s mostly 
the fruit of the labour’s man. A kinf of art. That’s why Thibaud knows if he wants to be a good artist, 
he needs to talk, discover and try several things about wine.

Nowadays, work for a sustainable agriculture is more than a trend, it’s an obligation. Working for a 
clean product, it means working with clean stuff. Currently, Thibaud really wants to travel to improve 
the level of his vineyard, to produce a healthy product for the people and for the earth.

Thibaud returned to the area there are 4 years now, with a head full of ideas and new knowledge, 
after a season in New Zealand and other trips to California, Canada and into France,as well as other 
land wines of exception. He now leads the Champagne Pierre BRoCARd to aresponsible viticulture 
and winemaking wine with identity, by promoting unblended wines and single varietal and vintage, 
to bring out the most powerful clay soil of the Côte des Bar.

The downward Brocard family of the Irish family of Kennedy works viticulture since the 11th century.

This is the great father Georges began marketing his own champagne in 1932.

Followed by Emile Henri Brocard then, father Peter, who continued the tradition of Aube Champagne 
to teach it to his son, Pierre Brocard.

An approach to the future of the earth and our children. Under no label, under any charter but never-
theless with the greatest respect and greater reflection, Brocard Thibaud makes decisions that will 
make the wine, the purest possible.

15, rue du Vivier
10110 Celles Sur ource - France

Mob: + 33 (6)45434233
E: thibaud.brocard@champagnebrocardpierre.fr

Thibaud BRoCARd
scholar 2013
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david King is originally from the UK, but has been living in the Parisian region of France for the last 36 
years.

He is a member of the jury for selecting candidates for Nuffield farming scholarships in France.

david worked for 40 years on policy and sustainability issues in national and international farmers’ 
organizations. He started as economist with the Canadian Federation of Agriculture in ottawa in 1973. 
He moved to Paris to join the International Federation of Agricultural Producers In 1978,, and was 
named Secretary General from 1988-2010. His role was to promote the views of farmers in interna-
tional forums, including the UN CSd, FAo, WTo, World Bank and oECd). Before ‘retiring’ at the end of 
2013, david also served as Head of International Relations at the French farmers’ think-tank, SAF, and 
as a member of the Policy Group of the European Landowners’ organization (ELo) in Brussels. 

He continues as a Board member of EcoAgriculture Partners, an organisation based in Washington d.C. 
that promotes an integrated ecosystem approach to the development of agricultural landscapes. david 
is also policy advisor to the ELo and a member of the strategy group of the French Committee against 
hunger and malnutrition (ECFM).

43 rue de Montaigu
78240 Chambourcy
France
Ph: +33 (0) 6 1968 8131
E: dking5709@gmail.com

david KING
Facilitator & translator 
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Edwin van Raalte MBA has over 20 years experience in the international banking environment wor-
king/living in The Netherlands, Curacao, Luxembourg, Belgium, France, Switzerland and Australia as 
well as working on projects in Guernsey, UK, Hong Kong, Singapore, Canada, US, Chile and New 
Zealand. He is currently business manager for the Executive Board of Rabobank Group and responsible 
for developing the international Food & Agri strategy (Banking4Food) for Rabobank. Rabobank is the 
world’s leading food & agri bank.

He is a frequent speaker on international seminars in the field of retail, direct & mobile banking, Mar-
keting/Web2.0, STP (Straight Through Processing), Food & Agri and derivatives. He is co-author of the 
following books: - The Future of Farming, The Rise of the Rural Entrepreneur. - Toekomst Zoekt Boer, 
Nederland Sleutel tot Succes in Wereldvoedselvraagstuk. - Nieuw Vertrouwen na de Crisis. - 2014 & 
Beyond and has written various publications for example in The Journal of Financial Services (Financial 
Standard), SecondSight and Retail Banker International. He is also co-founder of the Global Farmers 
Master Class, Young Global Farmers Master Class and F(ood)20.

E : edwin.van.raalte@rabobank.com

edwin VAN RAALTE
speaker
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Pierre Pagesse is married and has 3 children.

He used to be a farmer before leaving the farm to his son. 

From 1992 to 2011 he was chairman of the 4th breeding company : Limagrain.

In 2005, he created the MoMA (Mouvement pour une organisation Mondiale de l’Agriculture) and 
became the CEo of this organization.

He is retired but still has many responsibilities in the agricultural system :

Today he is a board member of the AGPB (French grain growers association), board member of Arvalis 
(technical crops institute), board member of oRAMA.

He is also the chairman of the GNIS (French breeding’s companies association) and of the corn and 
sorghum section.

He is a board member of the HCCA (Haut conseil de la Coopération Agricole).

E : pierre@pagesse.fr

pierre PAGESSE
speaker 
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Arnaud Petit graduated as Agricultural engineer at Institut Superieur d’agriculture of LILLE (France) 
and did a Master on Economy at Montpellier (France). Having an extended experience in lobbying 
activities in agriculture, he works for Copa-Cogeca since 2005, the European voice of farmers and their 
agri-cooperatives. Copa-Cogeca is composed by 70 members organisations from 27 Member states. 
Currently, he is director of the team “Commodities and trade”. He is in charge particularly of crop sector, 
agricultural technology, bilateral agreements and relation with international farming organizations.

E : arnaud.petit@copa-cogeca.eu

arnaud PETIT
speaker
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Christophe Hillairet has a mixed family farmer of 177 ha in the Paris area as well as boarding stables 
for horses. 

He is President of the Interdepartmental Chamber of Agriculture of the Paris area (Ile-de-France), Vice-
President of the regional Chamber of Agriculture and an office-holder on the Board of the National 
Chamber of Agriculture.

Christophe is also a Board Member of the French Farmers’ Federation for the Ile-de-France, and Pre-
sident of the Agricultural Centre of the Rural Economy of Ile-de-France (CAERIF) which manages the 
accounts of over 800 farmers across the Parisian area.

Christophe Hillairet has been President of the Young Farmers of Ile-de-France, a Board member of 
the farm insurance company Groupama, and in 1994-95 a commercial representative for dow Elanco 
Indiapolis in the USA.

Since 2012, Christophe is serving as a Major (Chef d’escadron) in the citizen reserve of the gendarme-
rie of the Ile-de-France.

12 chemin des ouches - Guéherville
78660 Ablis
Ph: + 33 (0)6 80 10 66 94
E: gueherville@orange.fr 

Christophe HILLAIRET
speaker
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Phd in Biochemistry (University of Grenoble – France -1987) & Master degree in Applied Ecology. 

Research conducted at CERMAV (Centre for Research on Plant Macromolecules / CNRS) on the «de-
construction» of ligno-cellulosic biomass (saccharification for  production of biofuels and other fermen-
tation products). 

Post-doc at University of Sherbrooke (Quebec-Canada), within an integrated biomass fractionation 
program (1988-1990).

Project Manager (1990-1992) and then director of CAVISA (Centre d’Analyses et de Valorisation Indus-
trielle des Substrats Agricoles) in Reims until 1998.

 director of AdRIAC (Packaging Research Center) until 2001 (Reims) 

Creation of  «Espace Temps & perspectives» (consultancy activity)

Main references : 

•	 INRA (Innovation directorate), Caisse des dépôts & Consignations and Crédit Agricole Nord-Est…

•	 Counsellor of the president of the cooperative Champagne Céréales (now Vivescia) and counsellor 
of the General Manager of ARd (Agro-Industrie Recherches & développements).

•	 Involved in the cluster Industries & Agro-resources (IAR) from 2006 to 2008 as a counsellor to the 
president and particularly in the genesis of Futurol project (ethanol 2G)

Hosted for 1 year at USdA (office of Energy Policy and New Uses) Washington dC (USA) as «visiting 
scholar» for an exploratory mission (so-called Bridge) (2008-2009) on the second-generation biofuels 
and bioproducts.

E : jm.chauvet@bioraffinerie-innovation.fr

Jean-marie CHAUVET
speaker 
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olivier de Bohan, president of Cristal Union

President of the Foundation Jacques de Bohan

48 years old , married Marie-Christine, 3 kids

Farm activities: producer of cereals, sugar beet, alfalfa, peas but also...Christmas trees, cattle grower

Promotor of a genuine type of sustainable agriculture (integrated farming)

on his farm he uses co-products from the biorefinery to feed cattle and the dejects, mixed with straw, 
are spread on field to reduce the amount of fertilizers. 

Industry responsibilities: president of Cristal Union sugar beet coop, 2nd French sugar and alcohol producer.  
Cristal Union owns several plants and among them the sugar beet refinery of Bazancourt and the 
ethanol plant Cristanol that are part of the integrated biorefinery of Bazancourt-Pomacle that consti-
tutes an industrial ecosystems with synergies and exchanges (water, energy, steam...). The biorefinery 
of Bazancourt Pomacle is one the most integrated biorefinery in Europe.

In addition, within this Biorefinery there is an innovation platform headed by ARd (Agroindustrie 
Recherches & developpements) that belongs to the coops.

olivier is member of the board of the pole of competitiveness IAR and ARd.

olivier is also president of the Foundation Jacques de Bohan (a foundation of enterprise whose main 
founders are Cristal Union and Vivescia). The main target of this foundation is to promote the biorefi-
nery as a cornerstone for the biobased economy.

In 1999, as member of the local young farmer organization, he was on the first line for carrying on 
the project «Terre Attitude» a huge outdoor agricultural exhibition that was visited by president Chirac, 
former president of the republic.

olivier is also involved in the management of his village.

E : odebohan@cristal-union.fr

olivier de bohan
speaker
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After his agriculture school Frédéric THoMAS spend some 
time as an agri-globetrotter. He improved his technical skill 
during practical training placement and employment expe-
riences in USA (Minnesota and Montana mainly), Austra-
lia and New Zealand and in the course of numerous trips 
throughout, South America and Europe. Back home in the 
late 80’s, this mechanization fanatic undertook the promo-
tion of minimum tillage and direct drilling, that he himself 
had encountered during his travels and started to experi-
ment with on his own operation and pioneers farms.
His strong conviction regarding the economic, agronomic 
and environmental interests of these techniques, but also 
his certainty regarding their adaptability to the diverse 
pedoclimatic conditions in France, have enabled him to 
develop solid skills and a very specific expertise in this field.
Always a forerunner, in 1999, he launched the specialist 
magazine “Revue TCS” (The French No-till farmer) which 
serve as a link and furthered technical exchanges between 
the pioneers in the in this field. Now, having become the 
point of reference, it continues to support the development 
of these techniques in France and indeed in Europe. In 
2004, to offer more interactive possibilities, he established 
the web site www.agriculture-de-conservation.com, dedi-
cated to this now fast growing movement with practices 
that are constantly evolving and becoming more refined. 
during the same time, with the help of some farmer’s 
friends, he started an association “BASE” (www.base.asso.
fr) that has become in France, with almost a thousand 
members, the main on field experimentation network and 
events organizer about Conservation Agriculture.
All this efforts really help to adapt the practices to the 
large variety of French conditions and crops and to extend 

Conservation Agriculture because of it success in the fields. 
If no-till was the starting point and still is a pillar of those 
systems Frédéric THoMAS put a lot of emphasis on cover 
crops. In this respect, he introduced sunflower, linseed, Bra-
silian oats, camelina and many legumes. With the help of 
some Brazilian experts like Ademir Calegary he developed 
the concept of “Biomax” a mix of up to 15 plants together 
that can produce, in 3 months after small grain harvest, 
10000 lb of dM/acre with up to 170 lb of N/acre in the 
above biomass plus a lot of other nutrients in order to really 
improve soil biology and support a high auto fertility.
This intensive work with cover crops mixes help him to 
understand how plants can collaborate together or fight 
against each other and drive him to associated crops and 
cover crops together. This new concept taking the name of 
Ecologically Intensive Agriculture is really starting to work 
well especially in oSR (Winter oil seed rape) where, in the 
same time it reduces some pests risks (slugs and insects), 
manage by positive competitions the weeds (no or little 
herbicide needed) and increase soil nutrients cycling (less 
fertilizer) and so secure or increase high yields. This ap-
proach is now been tried on other crops, study and vali-
dated by researchers and is starting to bring together the 
Conservation Agriculture and organic Farming movements 
for very positive exchanges of knowledge and experiences.
Today, thanks to not only his technical skills and his practical 
experience as a farmers in a very poor soil quality area, but 
also his commitment Frédéric THoMAS has become one of 
the specialists in this new agricultural practices : he play an 
active role in France and throughout the world with produ-
cers, technicians, researchers and decision-makers in the 
agricultural sector. 

Amillé
35240 Marcillé-Robert

Mob : 06 07 83 42 59 - Tél : 02 99 43 66 34
E: fthomas.tcs@gmail.com
http://agriculture-de-conservation.com 

Frédéric THoMAS
speaker CsC
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Adrien Guichaoua from Paris (France) is Head of the European affairs at ACTA and for the Network of 
the 15 French Technical Institutes, representing more than 1650 researchers, engineers and technician 
in the field of Agriculture.

He first studied Geography and landscape management before being graduated in Policy Science with 
a specialization on Evaluation and assessment of territorial public policies. 

From 2007 to 2011, he carried out several program coordination and strategic missions at the French 
National Research Agency (ANR) and at the Scientific directions of the French National Institute for 
Agriculture Research (INRA).

Since 2012, he’s in charge of the European and Regional Unit at ACTA, tackling especially Horizon2020 
and the European Innovation Partnership “Productive and Sustainable Agriculture” (EIP-AGRI) chal-
lenges. He’s also the French Research and Innovation representative in the European Commission 
“SCAR Strategic Working Group AKIS” but also in the “European Network for Rural development” 
(ENRd).

ACTA
149 Rue de Bercy - 75595 Paris Cedex 12

Ph: +33 (0)6 25 78 27 53
E: adrien.guichaoua@acta.aso.fr
www.acta.asso.fr

adrien GUICHAoUA
speaker 
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Marie-Cécile Hénard-damave is an agronomist and an economist with an international pers-
pective on issues related to agriculture and the agroindustry. She is in charge of innovation and 
markets in the French think tank saf agr’idées, which members include farmers, lawyers, eco-
nomists, scientists, and companies of the industry. She monitors agricultural commodity market 
trends and farm policy, together with developments in technological innovations in agriculture, 
and is the author of a number of economic and scientific articles and reports published in the 
saf agr’idées’ newsletter and magazine, as well as other publications. She also contributes in 
organizing events and working groups in saf agr’idées, with a view to generating and dissemi-
nating ideas, proposals, and to raising questions surrounding essential changes in the agricul-
tural industry as it enters the 21st century.

As a think tank for agriculture and agribusiness, saf agr’idées focuses on the conditions that go-
vern the operation and development of the companies involved in this industry. Saf agr’idées 
focuses on the conditions that govern the operation and development of the companies in-
volved in this industry. As an independent and a non-political, organization, with humanity and 
progress as its core values, saf agr’idées is committed to flexible and empowering advances 
that enable stakeholders to express their talents and potentials, and thus to achieve the cross-
cutting objective for agriculture and agribusiness to fulfill a strategic role. 

sAF 
8, rue d’Athènes 
75009 Paris - FRANCE

Tel: +33(0) 1 44 53 15 09
Mob: +33(0) 6 79 08 66 76
E: henard@saf.asso.fr

marie-Cécile HéNARd
speaker
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Laurent journaux is 48 years old. He studied Genetics and Animal Production in Rennes and 
Paris Agronomical Schools.

He began his carrier in Institut de l’Elevage (Livestock Institut) as coordinator of the tasks for 
improvement of beef cattle.. He was member of the International Committee for Animal Recor-
ding (ICAR) beef Working Group, vice-chairman from 2002 to 2006, in charge of the survey for 
beef cattle performance recording from 2000 to 2006, involved in INTERBEEF project.

After 15 years, he moved to the French federation of artificial insemination centres and Bree-
ding organisation (UNCEIA). He was head of genetic department and participated to the adven-
ture of the genomic selection in dairy cattle.

He went back to Institut de l’Elevage in 2013 to take the head of the genetic division and to 
be general secretary of France Genetic Elevage (FGE). Bringing together all the stakeholders of 
breeding programs, FGE coordinates and manages the French national collective system for the 
genetic improvement of ruminants. Laurent is member of the Executive board of ICAR.

Institut de l’Elevage-149 rue de Bercy
75595 PARIS cedex 12

Tel: +33(0) 1 40 04 52 02 - Mob: +33(0) 6 14 83 86 26
E: laurent.journaux@idele.fr
http://www.idele.fr

laurent JoURNAUx
speaker 
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Antoine Part, Profession and Territories Communication Manager – Passion Céréales

An agricultural engineer specialised in marketing and communication for food industry com-
panies, Antoine Part started his career in the marketing departments of multinationals in the 
industrial bakery sector, then in dietary products field. Antoine Part joined the Passion Céréales 
team in 2007 as manager of communication campaigns, press relations and crisis communi-
cation.

E: a.part@passioncereales.fr

antoine PART
speaker
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Strategic counsellor, Burson-Marsteller i&e, since 2013 

Chairman of i&e 2000 - 2012, Managing director of Groupe i&e from 1984, Jean-Pierre Beaudoin joi-
ned the firm in 1970. He served over the years as a consultant to multinational companies as well as 
to French government offices, among which lately the French drug Safety Agency, the Finnish energy 
producer Fortum, the world N°1 ophthalmic glasses manufacturer Essilor International, or the world 
N°1 luxury products group LVMH, as well as Passion Céréales and the French trade organization of corn 
producers AGPM.

He has been an Associate Professor at Paris Sorbonne University School for Communication (Celsa) 
from 1986 through 2010 and continues teaching at Paris Sorbonne, Ecole Nationale d’Administration, 
SciencesPo, and Paris Sorbonne University Abu dhabi. 

A past president of Syntec Public Relations, the French trade association of PR consultancies (1988-
91), of which he initiated the creation, he also chaired the International Communication Consultancies 
organization (1991-93), which admitted him to its Hall of Fame in 2005.

He is the author a number of articles and four books, the latest of which, published in 2008, is on the 
relationships between top managements and public opinion. 

In 1986, he was made a knight in the French order of Palmes Academiques for distinguished service 
to university teaching.

Born in 1945, Jean-Pierre graduated from Paris Sorbonne University in 1965, from the Paris Institute 
of Political Studies in 1968 and is a post-graduate alumnus of the Paris Sorbonne School for Commu-
nication (Celsa). 

E: jean-pierre.beaudoin@bm.com

Jean-pierre BEAUdoIN
speaker CsC Nuffield
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olivia Ruch, director of Passion Céréales – a structure providing information on grain and grain 
products. 

olivia Ruch graduated as a food engineer and started her career as a journalist in the trade 
press before moving into communication ten years ago. She has been managing Passion Cé-
réales since January 2014. 

E: o.ruch@passioncereales.fr

olivia RUCH
speaker
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original Champenois , Felix Bocquet is born on 8 November 1963. After obtaining UN degree in agro-
nomy and oenology at the ENSA Montpellier is in Interprofessional Committee of Champagne Wines 
That made First SES weapons in the oenology technical Service.

In 1996 he repointing oenology team of Veuve Clicquot Ponsardin . Its mission : To place A system 
for managing the integral quality The New Food Safety Standards. Veuve Clicquot ANd BECoMES First 
Champagne house a Reply the new requirements of the food industry.

Attached choice to preserve the environment , Felix Bocquet est The Initiator In Reflection ANd A 
Environmental Approach To All the sites and activities of the House . In 2004 , Veuve Clicquot obtained 
ISo 14001 certification .

It is in the continuity of this Strategy That Makes the first carbon footprint in Champagne , highlighting 
the Great WELL Environmental Challenges of Tomorrow , INCLUdING transport of material and eco-
design .

In 2010 it Takes charge the directorate of Environment MHCS with pour deploy the mission to All 
champagne houses LVMH and engaging approaches to So High Environmental Quality Certification 
and sustainable viticulture.

E : fbocquet@mhws.fr

Felix BoCQUET
speaker
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Pierre RoLLANd is a member of the Geosys executive board and is responsible for Geosys business 
operations in Europe, Africa and the Middle East. He joined the company in 2005 to support the deve-
lopment of Geosys international business and has a thorough understanding of the Ag business from 
several different perspectives. He started his professional life with Monsanto, where he took care of 
the seed and crop protection business in France. He was then in charge of the Ag food chain market 
with Eurofins Scientific (laboratory group), an international leader in providing testing and support 
services. In the last year, Pierre has actively contributed in developing Geosys services for the Ag Insu-
rance business globally

Funded by agronomists, GEoSYS is a full-fledged actor in the agribusiness. Such an identity is at the 
core of the close relationship that the company develops with its clients. It is also through this that 
GEoSYS is able to offer effective tools based on the most state-of-the-art IT and imagery processing 
technologies.

Almost 27 years of experience have turned GEoSYS into an industry leader in its field. during that 
same period, the agri-industry has undergone an unprecedented technological and industrial transfor-
mation. The challenges which this sector will have to face on a global level – increase in population, 
finite amount of usable land, environmental stakes – are considerable. With its solutions in precision 
agriculture, agriculture and climate intelligence, and risk management, Geosys is a leading actor in this 
new agricultural revolution. Recently Geosys has joined the largest US cooperative group of farmer, 
Land o’ lakes and belongs to it.

E : pierre.rolland@geosys.fr

pierre RoLLANd 
speaker
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France Génétique Elevage
Secrétaire de la Commission Stratégie 
des Systèmes d’Information
149 rue de Bercy - 75595 PARIS cedex 12
Tel : +33 1 40 04 52 18 / +33 6 03 17 86 81
E: pascal.poitevin@idele.fr
www.france-genetique-elevage.org

pascal Poitevin 
speaker

Pascal PoITEVIN, engineer in agricultural science, has always been in charge of information  sys-
tems’ management in relation with sectoral actors. After an early career in research organizations 
and agricultural development, he joined Apple where he held marketing and sales functions. 

After 10 years at Apple France, he joined Apple Europe to develop offers for professional markets 
(health and architecture sectors) and organize the launch of Small and Medium Businesses’ Apple 
Store. 

In 2004, he joined a French public organization (GIP-CPS*) to expand the use of eHealth trust functions 
(strong authentication and electronic signature). It actively contributes to the European Commission 
action plan on the evidence of the right to exercise in UE for health professionals from the 27 Mem-
ber States. 

In early 2011, he joined the French Livestock Institute** to lead the Information Systems and digital 
Technologies Unit. The French Livestock Institute works on all herbivores sectors (cattle, sheep, goats 
and horses) and their respective milk and meat domains. His unit also contributes to the production of 
data exchange standards at the national and international level (ISo, ICAR).

Pascal is also in charge of the Secretary of the information system strategy for France Génétique Ele-
vage. Since the end of 2014, he is chairing a new group dedicated to the digital action plan for the 
Agricultural Technical Institutes Network (ACTA).

* Public Interest Groupement  - Health Professional Card (GIP-CPS)

** Institut de l’Elevage
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Hervé Pillaud is a dairy farmer from Mareuil sur Lay in the Vendée region of France.

Hervé Pillaud is Vice President of the French Farmers’ Federation (FdSEA) in Vendée, Secretary General 
of the Chamber of Agriculture and President of Tech’elevage, an Exhibition dedicated to high-tech in 
animal husbandry. He is also very involved in the training, which he considers to be a priority for the 
future of agriculture

Hervé Pillaud is passionate about the Web 2.0 and its multiple tools has become a “farmer-geek». He 
is responsible for the farmers’ organizations website in his region (agri85.fr) and also feeds a personal 
blog. Hervé is one of the most active farmers in France on Twitter (@HervePillaud) with over 3,000 
followers and more than 20,000 Tweets in 3 years!

Hervé Pillaud considers that the three elements, new tools, new communications and big data, require 
a new approach where we have to choose whether to be an actor or a spectator: the key question is, 
do you want to influence changes that are taking place or are you happy accept what comes!

La Pitardière 
85320 Les Moutiers sur le Lay

Ph: + 33 (0)6 70 16 09 64
E: herve.pillaud@gmail.com
http://about.me/hpillaud

hervé PILLAUd
speaker
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Michael Ehmann, president of Nataïs, specialized in the production of popcorn

In 1991, returning from one of his annual trips to the United States, he made   the first tests planting 
hybrid corn for popcorn

In 1994, he created the SARL Popcorn Midi-Pyrenees. Until then, the popcorn consumed in Europe 
came from across the Atlantic. Initially, Michael Ehmann limited to maize in its collection, packaging 
and marketing with distributors and manufacturers. In 1997 , he bought a first packaging line for pop-
corn « microwaveable « discovered in the United States.

Today Nataïs employs 100 employees and 135 million microwaveable bags account for two thirds of 
the turnover. Meanwhile, the traditional company is an industrial and European dimension «to be in 
line with the «B to B» markets» and in 2005 adopted the name of Nataïs .

According to his German co-management culture, Michael Ehmann built with 220 producers who 
supply the SAS as part of reciprocal exclusivity agreements, a comprehensive strategy for sustainable 
development. It is based on a common goal of 20% reduction in water consumption and seed supply 
guaranteeing GMo corn. By 2015, it hopes to work with twenty farmers to reach 1,000 tons per year 
of organic popcorn. This niche interests of France, Germany and the Scandinavian countries.

E : m.ehmann@popcorn.fr

michael EHMANN
speaker 
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Géraldine Weber, based in Barcelona Spain, works for “BIo3G, l’Agronome” as Business developer for 
Export. 

While doing a language degree in Paris and Barcelona, she worked during summer breaks in the UK 
and Chile in public contact related jobs. As soon as she received her Masters degree in foreign trade, 
she began working for an importing textile company. 

Passionate about international human relations, she soon set about looking for a stimulating “start-up” 
project and was soon integrated with BIo3G as a VIE (International Internship Program*) in 2008. She 
started from scratch and worked for 3 years as a sales developer and manager for the Spanish market. 

In 2011, conscious with BIo3G that Spain was going through a delicate economical time, she widen 
her range of experience in the food industry by joining IBERCoNSEIL, a European cheese importer, to 
work as a sales key account representative.

Three years later, motivated by a fast moving world, human values and the sustainable BIo3G project, 
Geraldine joined the team to create and develop the Export Business in this new lease of life in 2014.

*The VIE program helps French companies to match their business export projects with suitable profiles of young graduates 
with language skills.

SAS Bio3G
3, rue Basse Madeleine - CS 50022
22230 Merdrignac 

Ph: + 33 (0)2 96 67 44 22
www.bio3g.fr

géraldine WEBER
speaker
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Fanny Mingam, from the Finistère in France works for “BIo3G l’Agronome” as International Marketing 
assistant since 2014. 

Recently graduated of a master degree in international marketing, she has been for two years as 
marketing apprentice for BIo3G. Indeed, she was alterning courses and work placement in order to 
acquire a spirit of enterprise. 

Her master’s dissertation dealt with the previous BIo3G experience in export. The problematic of her 
dissertation was: “How can SMEs use their past experiences (successes and failures) to increase its 
internationalization experiences?”

Miss Mingam is now in charge of developing the marketing approach strategy and communication 
supports to foreign customers. The objective is to prepare supports where foreign customers can find 
all the necessary information about the company and its products. She is also working on the concep-
tion of business and technical documents dedicated to support BIo3G’s international project. 

SAS Bio3G
3, rue Basse Madeleine - CS 50022
22230 Merdrignac 

Ph: + 33 (0)2 96 67 44 22
www.bio3g.fr

Fanny MINGAM
speaker 
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SAS Bio3G
3, rue Basse Madeleine - CS 50022
22230 Merdrignac 

Ph: + 33 (0)2 96 67 44 22
Mob: + 33 (0)6 71 25 76 03
www.bio3g.fr

pierre MARTIN
speaker

Pierre Martin, from Nantes in Western France, works for “BIo3G, l’Agronome” as Marketing & Com-
munication manager. BIo3G co-sponsors Nuffield’s Scholarships : Lionel Lauture in 2014 and Victor 
Leforestier in 2015.

After an advanced diploma in commercial operations, he became a salesman for a biscuit factory, 
BAHLSEN France. Then he worked in sales and marketing departments in HITACHI Home products in 
France and UK. He went on his carrer in an E-business company during 5 years.

Interested in Human Resources, he tooked a training program in behavior science and became, in 
2005, trainer in sales and management technics and consultant in business strategy focused on the 
development of human potential.

one of his favorite client was BIo3G l’Agronome thanks to the link he did between his skills and the 
company values. Indeed, BIo3G’s headline is “Giving nature the means to develop its potential”. That 
is the reason why he naturally joined the company in 2012.
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didier Caraes started his career as an economics teacher (secondary schools) and joined an NGo as a 
junior economist (GRET, Paris, technology transfer France/Africa). 

He works at the Assemblée Permanente des Chambres d’Agriculture (for more than twenty years, 
now) on :

- economy  : micro-, méso-, macro-economic approaches of French agriculture

- sociology : farmers as a social group 

- statistics   

- works could be seen on the Chambres d’Agriculture website : http://www.chambres-agriculture.fr/
thematiques/economie/ 

He has teaching activities in engineers school and universities on several domains :

- rural landscape 

- agricultural socio-economics 

- Breton language

Assemblée Permanente des Chambres d’Agriculture :

- Chambres d’agriculture : 116 throughout France

- 4 200 elected representatives ; ~8 000 employees

- two mains roles : a consultative role on agricultural and rural issues, a technical role (wide range of 
services provided to farmers and other rural stakeholders) 

- Assemblée Permanente des Chambres d’Agriculture : ~ 80 employees,  ~ 50 elected representatives 

Assemblée Permanente des Chambres d’Agriculture
9, avenue George V
75008 PARIS

+ 33 (0)1 53 57 10 94
didier.caraes@apca.chambagri.fr

didier CARAES
speaker 
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 Trevor ALCoRN – Sustainable dairy Farming – does the Family Farm have 
a future???

I am a dairy farmer’s son from omagh in Northern Ireland.  Farming has been in my fami-
ly for generations and I myself have been involved in agriculture since I can remember.  I 
live on the family farm, with my wife Barbara, which consists of 110 hectares of grassland 
stocked with a dairy herd of 200 Holstein Friesian cows plus young stock.

While completing a Higher National diploma in Agriculture at Greenmount Agricultural 
College, Northern Ireland, I spent part of my work placement year  working on a 24,000 
acre cattle ranch on mile 26 of the Alaska Highway in British Columbia, Canada. I also 
worked on a 80 cow dairy Farm in the Netherlands, all of which gave me the inspiration 
to develop my knowledge of various farming systems throughout the world. I then went 
on to complete a degree in Agriculture at Queen’s University, Belfast.

I am currently employed by College of Agriculture Food & Rural Enterprise (CAFRE) as a 
dairying development Adviser in the North Tyrone Area. This job involves working with 
farmers on an individual and group basis to help them improve and develop their farm 
businesses. 

My previous job was an Agricultural Lecturer at Enniskillen Agricultural College where I 
was involved with various part time and full time agricultural courses.  

In my spare time when I am not helping out on the family farm, I assist with local  far-
ming and rural community groups, in organising various meetings with topical guest 
speakers. We have regular study tours to various parts of the UK and Europe to learn about 
alternative farming systems. I am currently president of my local Young Farmers Club – 
Clanabogan and previously played an active role throughout the organisation.

I am very grateful to my sponsor The Thomas Henry Foundation for giving me the oppor-
tunity to participate in a Nuffield Farming Scholarship.

 

 Kate AdAMS: I grew up on a dairy farm in Herefordshire before travelling 
to the bright lights of London to study Geography at Kings College London. City living was 
a refreshing change after a rural upbringing however it made me realise that I wanted 
to work in the countryside. I returned to Herefordshire after graduating and worked for 
several years in a regulatory role with the Environment Agency. Although this provided 
me with a valuable education in agricultural legislation, I did not particularly enjoy having 
to play bad cop so decided to move across to deliver advisory projects. I now head up a 
team of farm advisors for The Wye & Usk Foundation, we are a local rivers trust delivering 
agricultural advice projects across the Wye catchment to improve water quality. 

My fiancé John and I enjoy nothing more than to be outside enjoying the beautiful Here-
fordshire countryside. We spend many a weekend working our gun dogs at local shoots, 
walking, horse riding and socialising with our family and friends. My family have been 
keen supporters of the Three Counties Agricultural Society for several generations so it is 
an honour to have them as my Nuffield sponsor.

Contact:
11 laurelbank road
bT78 1Ta omagh Co Tyrone
ph: 028 82247259
mob: 07775 687335
e: trevoralcorn@hotmail.com
Twitter: @trev_laurelbank

Contact:
Fiddlers end 
hr1 4bd bartestree hereford
ph: 7811446131
e: kate@wyeuskfoundation.org
Twitter:  @kduchess87

uniTed Kingdom
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 holly BECKETT: I am a farmer’s daughter and although I have never felt 
like a farmer, working within the family business has provided me with a strong link to 
agriculture from my childhood.   My father is a 3rd generation farmer of 1000 acres of 
arable land in the Midlands, with a strong focus on diversification to support the farming 
business.   Through the hard work and innovation of my forefathers, I have had the 
opportunity to work within the family business which has diversified via a farm shop, res-
taurant, cookery school and conference facilities alongside the development of numerous 
business lets to a range of business types.

After completing an environmental science degree I started my career path in the waste 
management industry and worked for a number of years for local authorities in the UK.  
After a short time working within the private sector I retuned back to the family business 
and for the past 6 years I have supported the diversification to help grow further our offe-
ring through means of marketing and event management and through this, provided the 
local community with links to farming and education around agriculture.

As I see I have been very fortunate in life to be offered such great opportunities, I am 
passionate about people realising what opportunities they have in their reach and how 
they can best support one another to make the most of what they have either in the 
agri-sector or beyond.

I am extremely grateful to my family for their support through my study tour and to david 
Allen for his generosity as a sponsor, without whom this would not be possible. 

Contact:

 holly BECKETT: I am a farmer’s daughter and although I have never felt 
like a farmer, working within the family business has provided me with a strong link to 
agriculture from my childhood.   My father is a 3rd generation farmer of 1000 acres of 
arable land in the Midlands, with a strong focus on diversification to support the farming 
business.   Through the hard work and innovation of my forefathers, I have had the 
opportunity to work within the family business which has diversified via a farm shop, res-
taurant, cookery school and conference facilities alongside the development of numerous 
business lets to a range of business types.

After completing an environmental science degree I started my career path in the waste 
management industry and worked for a number of years for local authorities in the UK.  
After a short time working within the private sector I retuned back to the family business 
and for the past 6 years I have supported the diversification to help grow further our offe-
ring through means of marketing and event management and through this, provided the 
local community with links to farming and education around agriculture.

As I see I have been very fortunate in life to be offered such great opportunities, I am 
passionate about people realising what opportunities they have in their reach and how 
they can best support one another to make the most of what they have either in the 
agri-sector or beyond.

I am extremely grateful to my family for their support through my study tour and to david 
Allen for his generosity as a sponsor, without whom this would not be possible. 

Contact:
heath Farm Wythall
b47 6aJ birmingham 
West midlands
ph: 7815917352
mob: 7815917352
e: holly@beckettsfarm.co.uk
Twitter: @hollyb_nSch15

 Jonty BRUNYEE – Making the Most of Your Environmental Assets: Building 
a Sustainable Farm Business in Areas of High Natural Value

The Brunyee clan have been farming since we arrived from Holland to help drain the 
Fens in the 1620s. 

I have been a National Trust  farm tenant for 10 years now on the Sherborne Park Estate 
in the Cotswolds.  I still feel like a novice! Thankfully, we (that’s me, my wife Mel, and the 
three children) have recently secured another 20 year tenancy so it’s now time to plan 
and grow into our farming future.  

We aim to build a successful business that makes the most from all our assets. Not just 
our financial and physical assets (the norm) but our natural and social assets too. our 
business model focuses on the environment (species rich limestone grassland restoration; 
and habitat for farmland birds and pollinators), added value produce (organic; Pasture 
Fed; rare breed beef, lamb and pork), and diversification (education, farm consultancy and 
dIY livery).   I am also a Senior Lecturer at the Royal Agricultural University in the School 
of Business and Entrepreneurship. 

There is more to do. I am always on the look-out for new ideas and inspiration. 

Contact:
Conygree Farm aldsworth
gl543pW Cheltenham 
gloucestershire
ph: 01451 844342
mob: 07886 305508
e: info@conygreefarm.co.uk
Twitter: @conygreefarm
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 aled RHYS dAVIES – Alternatives to antibiotics in agriculture

I’m 44 years old, and live in Carmarthenshire with my wife Caryl and two children, Caradog and 
Gwenno. At heart, I’m a farmer, but I realised at a young age that there were considerable obstacles 
to entering the industry from a small family farm base. However, if farming is in your blood, you 
can’t keep away. I therefore studied, initially for an HNd in Agricultural Marketing at Harper Adams 
Agricultural College, and then with the aid of a financial scholarship from the Royal Welsh Agricultural 
Society, (RWAS), for a degree in Agri-food marketing, again at Harper Adams.  I’m delighted that the 
RWAS are sponsoring my Nuffield scholarship. I gained tremendously from their earlier investment 
in me, and went on to become a Chartered Marketer via the Chartered Institute of Marketing. Like 
me, during my time at secondary school, some of my teachers would hardly believe such academic 
prowess was achievable. 

I’m the deputy Managing director of Animax Limited. We manufacture Animal Health products form 
our base near Bury St. Edmunds in Suffolk. I started with Animax ten years ago as a salesman in 
Wales and the South West of England. My progression within the company, from Marketing Mana-
ger, Export Manager, and operations director to my current role has mirrored the pace of market 
penetration for our existing products. Animax is a dynamic, fun, and a stimulating business to work 
within, the whole ethos of the company being based on efficacy. one of the highlights for me to 
date has been the development and implementation of a market penetration strategy to target the 
sale of our existing products to the dairy industry, in the UK, and overseas. Having moved from niche 
to mainstream in the UK, the sight of a consignment of product on its way to New Zealand was 
fantastic. The repeat container, better still.

outside of work, sport and family time are paramount. I was a keen rugby player, and developed 
leadership skills during my playing career. I love giving something back to the game. I’m one of 
Llandeilo Rugby Club’s under 13’s coaches. Experiencing advancement in skill and personal attributes 
of the squad gives me a great feeling. Whilst I’m able to contribute tactically to rugby, I also coach 
the Llandeilo under 13’s at football, a game I have never played competitively. Here my contribution 
is purely motivational. My son plays both games, my daughter plays netball. Whilst I enjoy observing 
her contribution to the game, my duties are those of a glorified taxi driver.

Contact:
 beudy bach dryslwyn
Sa32 8SF Carmarthen 
Carmarthenshire
ph: 1558668265
mob: 7789716884
e: aled@animax-vet.com
Twitter: @aledanimax

uniTed Kingdom

 paul FISHPooL: I live in Cambridgeshire and work for British Sugar, predo-
minately in East Anglia, where I am Crop Production and Logistics Manager. My interest 
in agriculture has been encouraged and inspired by friends and family in Herefordshire 
where I grew up, with my professional skills developed through a degree at Harper 
Adams and sixteen years working at British Sugar. during my career I have had the 
opportunity to spend some time working in China, which has inspired me to further my 
knowledge of agricultural practices in different countries. I am currently involved with and 
manage the production of over 10000 acres of Sugar Beet and co-ordinate the harvesting 
and haulage logistics of over 1.5 million tonnes. Away from work I enjoy playing sport, 
including cricket, shooting and cycling, and spending time with my family.

My aim is to investigate how to maximise efficiency within the UK sugar beet industry 
supply chain.  I plan to research current practices and benchmark the supply chain of the 
British sugar beet industry with other agricultural supply chains. I hope to find new ideas 
which can be adopted and shared with UK growers, to ensure the UK Sugar Industry is 
as efficient it can be and is therefore able to compete after the 2017 abolition of quotas.  

Contact:
3 Scotland end Chippenham
Cb7 5pn ely Cambridgeshire
ph: 1638724925
mob: 07850 369883
e: paulfishpool@btinternet.com
Twitter: @pFishpool
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 illtud LLYR dUNSFoRd 
My family have farmed in the Gwendraeth Valley, West Wales for over 300 years and for 
as long as parish records exist. In 2004 my partner Liesel and I moved to Felin y Glyn, our 
67ha family farm and set about converting a redundant cowshed into a home. Although 
I had grown up within an agricultural family, my professional career started within the 
creative industries, initially within freelance photography and then the film industry wor-
king to attract film and television productions to Wales. over the course of eight years I 
worked on well over 250 various productions acting as a liaison between land owners, 
local government and national organisations on a diverse breadth of projects ranging 
from a zombie feature with a budget of £45 to Hollywood productions such as Harry 
Potter and the deathly Hallows.

over the past four years I have travelled extensively researching whole-supplychain pork 
production. I studied a professional summer school at the Meat Laboratory, Iowa State 
University, USA and spent six weeks travelling the Pacific Northwest of North America 
thanks to a Hybu Cig Cymru Livestock Scholarship. Further research trips have included 
visits to Spain, France, Germany and Italy and a study tour to denmark to review the pork 
industry. Lessons learnt in denmark contributed to the conversion of a former calving shed 
into a fattening unit in 2014, which hopefully will provide the basis to a larger pig unit. As 
part of a Welsh Government Supplychain Efficiency project I work as a Consultant Project 
Manager for the Pedigree Welsh Pig Society on diverse projects such as an application 
for a EU Protected Food Name for Traditionally Reared Pedigree Welsh Pork, managing a 
back fat & weighing project to provide a BLUP for the breed, a growth trial with Harper 
Adams University and a dNA mapping of the breed with IBERS, Aberystwyth University.

Contact:
Felin y glyn Farm pontnewydd
Sa15 5Tl llanelli Carmarthen-
shire
ph: 01554 810345
mob: 07771 512192
e: info@charcutier.co.uk
Twitter: @charcutierltd

uniTed Kingdom

 robert FLEMING –  Efficiency Gains Through Improved Beef Genetics

I farm near Glenluce in South-West Scotland, 12 miles from Stranraer and 15 from the 
ferry port of Cairnryan. We run 240Ha of grassland running from sea level to 74m above. 
With a long growing season, we aim to take maximum advantage of growth from grass. 

our 250 suckler cow herd is based on Angus genetics, running as a closed herd. We calve 
our heifers down at 2 yrs of age, focusing on easy fleshing maternal traits. our system 
is to sell all male progeny store from 10- 14 months ,as well as surplus breeding heifers 
and 10 Angus bulls a year, all run on forage based commercial  lines. We also run a flock 
of 75 pedigree Roussin ewes and bring on 450- 600 wintering sheep. 

As of 2015 we will become Scotland’s first Agrii iFarm for Forage. We will be trialling grass 
seed mixes and reseeding methods, with the long term goal of supplying all dietary 
requirements for the herd on farm.

I am 33 years old and married Claire in June ’14. Applying for my Nuffield scholarship was 
an opportunity to not only find the answers to questions on animal efficiency but allow 
me to consider a new direction and give a little back to the beef industry.

I must thank my sponsors Anne and Alan Beckett for their support and the opportunity 
this has given me.

Contact:
Castle Sinniness glenluce
dg8 0la newton Stewart Scotland
ph: 1581500369
mob: 7713095625
e: stairhavenaa@gmail.com
Twitter: @rabFleming81
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 Sophia HEPPLE: 

draft Project summary 

The project will look at all methods of calf rearing, recording farmer and calf experiences 
with different methods and where possible gaining baseline survival / mortality / pro-
duction data at both farm and national herd levels. This will include looking at novel 
approaches including the most recent work in Canada looking at maintaining dairy calves 
on restricted access to their dams for the first 6 weeks of life, as well understanding the 
well-established onceaday feeding practices carried out successfully in other countries. It 
will also evaluate colostrum management practices and, where appropriate evaluation 
of agreed company standard operating procedures (SoPs) against what the staff are 
actually doing on a day-today basis. This will include management activities that impact 
on perinatal events including breeding policies (age at first calving / genetics etc) and 
calving management including interventions and subsequent management actions rela-
ting to calf management (colostrum provision / early nutrition) after “high risk” births e.g. 
dystocia in both the beef and dairy sectors.

Contact:
5 The Wood Kilns yatton
bS494QF bristol Somerset
ph: 01934 830427
mob: 7792672082
e: sophia.hepple@outlook.com
Twitter: @Sophia_nFST

uniTed Kingdom

 patrick HooK: I live in West oxfordshire, with my wife Grace and I am 
a third generation member of the farming family business. oxfordshire is where my 
Grandparents started hatching day old broiler chicks nearly 50 years ago. As a group, the 
business now hatches 9 million day old broilers a week across the UK. In addition we farm 
4000 acres of arable, 1200 breeding ewes and 500 beef cattle. 

I completed a degree in Business Management at Aberystwyth University in 2008 and I 
have been directly involved in the business for the last six years and currently sit on the 
board of directors. My main responsibilities are organising the production and planning 
broiler chick placements and visiting farms and hatcheries on a weekly basis to ensure 
they are conforming to required industry, retail and company standards. 

outside of work I am an active member of the National Federation of Young Farmers’ 
Clubs, holding the position of County Chairman of oxfordshire in 2011. In my spare time 
I take part in game and clay shooting. I am a keen sportsman and enjoy going to local 
and international rugby games. 

Contact:
Cote bampton
oX18 2eg oxford oxfordshire
ph: 01993 850261
mob: 7860394206
e: patrick_hook@pdhook.co.uk
Twitter: @patrickmhook
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 aled JoNES: The role of agricultural societies and shows in promoting, deve-
loping and innovating the agricultural industry. 

Having been born and raised on the family’s 700-acre hill farm at Cwrt-y-Cadno, north Car-
marthenshire, I have always been passionate about the agricultural industry and considered 
it my career of choice. 

After completing my secondary education, I attended the University of Reading to study 
Land Management where I graduated with first class honours in 2007. Shortly afterwards, I 
joined a rural surveying practice where I undertook my professional examinations. In 2009, 
I qualified as Chartered Surveyor and was admitted as a Fellow of the Central Association 
of Agricultural Valuers. 

After spending 6 years as a rural practice surveyor, I was appointed the Assistant Chief Exe-
cutive of the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society. 

despite my professional commitments, I have remained involved in the family farm where 
I gained most of my knowledge and practical experience of agriculture. The farm business 
centers on a flock of 1,100 early lambing ewes and a small herd of beef cattle. 

over the past 15 years, I have also been very active in the Young Farmers movement and I 
am past Chairman of my local club, dyffryn Cothi YFC. I have had many highlights during my 
involvement with the YFC, culminating in being named Senior Member of the Year for the 
National Federation of Young Farmers Clubs of England and Wales in 2012.  

Prior to my appointment as Assistant Chief Executive, I was actively involved with the Royal 
Welsh Agricultural Society, as a member of the Carmarthenshire Advisory Committee, the 
Board of directors and Chairman of the recently launched Young Members’ Forum. 

Contact:
9 lon Cae Ffynnon
Sa19 6dX llandeilo 
Carmarthenshire
ph: 01558 823 134
mob: 07506 164 478
e: aled_rhys_jones@hotmail.co.uk
Twitter: @aledTyllwyd

uniTed Kingdom

 andrew HoWARd – The potential for Companion Cropping in UK 
arable systems

I am a 35 year old arable farmer from Ashford in Kent. I farm 350 hectares with my 
parents on the family farm. We also have a Solar Farm as a diversification. our grassland 
is let out to a young local Beef Farmer. 

Although I worked on the farm in the school holidays I never thought about becoming 
a farmer. So I went to durham University and studied Environmental Management not 
realising how relevant it was going to be to my future farming career! After leaving uni-
versity I travelled around the world. When I returned I decided to come back to the family 
farm. dad thought I needed some proper agricultural training so I went to The Royal 
Agricultural College in Cirencester for a year to “study”.

As well as farming my spare time is taken up by my 2 children Rose (2) and baby Charlie. 
A special thanks to my partner Philippa who agreed to me applying for a Nuffield Scho-
larship even though she was 6 months pregnant. Also thanks to my parents for doing 
my work while I am travelling. I also enjoy playing hockey at Canterbury Hockey Club 
and other sports.

Contact:
oaklands Farm hothfield
Tn26 1er ashford Kent
ph: 01233 646775
mob: 7736769721
e: bockhanger@btconnect.com
Twitter: @farmerandyh
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 Chris LLoYd – Improving financial management for the smaller farmer

A farm workers son, who is lucky enough to have lived on the Welsh borders in beautiful 
Herefordshire for almost 40 years. Although having a farming background on both sides 
of my family and having learnt to milk like my dad, I ended up as much by accident as by 
design working for a small firm of accountants in Hereford. After more than 25 years, four 
mergers, one demerger and an office closure, I am still with the same firm and am lucky 
enough to be able to work from home and work with long standing clients.

My current role is wide ranging from traditional accounts preparation, advising clients on 
computerising their record keeping, through to providing support for users within the firm 
on accounts preparation applications and a long term project to introduce a new accounts 
production application for a national firm with more than 30 offices and 800 users.

Away from work, I have always had an interest in computers and technology and have 
to restrain myself from buying the latest version of a gadget sometimes. I joined my local 
Young Farmers Club, Pontrilas, at 14 and enjoyed competing at all levels before going on 
to serve as County and Area Chairman and at National level and still help out where I can.

I am also proud to be a member of the Council of The Three Counties Agricultural Society 
and to work as chief tradestand steward at the Society’s main shows.]

 aidan LEEK – Insect Protein and the Layer Industry. Potential Input or Product. 

I live on a smallholding in Herefordshire with my wife and daughter. Since 2012, I have 
been employed as Technical Manager with Hy-Line International supporting UK and Euro-
pean layer distributors and their global layer parent stock client base with management 
and nutritional advice. I also have sales responsibility in the Scandinavian markets. I grew 
up in County Wicklow, Ireland. My father was in the veterinary profession and this helped 
to instil an interest in livestock from an early age. Growing up, I also helped out with 
my family’s productive flocks of dairy goats, sheep and poultry. I went on to study Agri-
cultural Science, specialising in Animal Science, at The University of Nottingham, Sutton 
Bonnington and obtained my BSc(Hons) in 1998. Much of my free time from university 
was gainfully spent working long days (and nights) for a harvest contractor - on grain in 
the summer and beet in the winter. Spring time involved lambing my Suffolk flock and a 
variety of farm-relief work on other livestock units in the area. With growing output and 
demand, specialisation in pig production appeared a good career route and I completed 
my Masters in Agriculture at UCd in pig nutrition in 1999. I went on to undertake a Phd in 
pig nutrition after taking a year out from my studies to work as a Technical Manager for 
Provimi Ireland. However, as a result of the down turn in the pig industry, I changed focus 
to the poultry industry, and in 2004, I accepted the role of Feedmill Technical Manager/
Nutritionist with Sun Valley/Cargill Meats Europe. In 2008, I joined Premier Nutrition, the 
premix and nutritional advisory division of AbAgri/Associated British Foods. In the role of 
Monogastric Nutritionist, I worked with both pig and poultry clients, with responsibility 
for sales development and technical support of key accounts in the UK, Ireland, eastern 
Europe and Asia. 

Contact:
The birches Wormbridge
hr2 9ed hereford herefordshire
ph: 01981 570294
mob: 0797 1161593
e: chris_lloyd@hotmail.com
Twitter: @Chrisdpl

Contact:
Cottage Farm Tillington
hr4 8lr  herefordshire
ph: 7843485898
mob: 7969767889
e: aidanleek@gmail.com
Twitter: @aidan15nuff
blog: http://aidan15nuffield.
wordpress.com/

uniTed Kingdom
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 neil MCGoWAN –managing large-scale seedstock breeding programs – 
Beef and Sheep

Incheoch is a family farm in upland Perthshire – home to a beef breeding herd, ewe flock, 
a handful of chickens, some great wildlife and 3 generations of the McGowan family.  our 
goal is to be a source of ‘functional, efficient and robust breeding stock’.

Someone once told me that every farm has an unfair advantage, and to have success, 
you have to find it and exploit it.  ours is an unreasonable interest in cow and ewe 
families, and a passion for breeding bulls and rams that will have a positive influence on 
future generations.

our production line consists of 220 cows and 1100 ewes, all pedigree registered and 
mostly performance recorded.  our product is 20 bulls and 100 rams, along with some 
breeding females and finished stock.  Rams are sold at our ‘Working Genes’ on-farm 
auction sale, which I would like to develop to include bulls.  The breeds we are working 
with are Texel and Lleyn (a thrifty Welsh native), and Simmental and Luing (an equally 
thrifty Scottish native and derivative of the Shorthorn and Highland).

our kids Tally (10) and Angus (9) will need to further develop their hobby of ‘sheep 
chasing’, helping my wife debbie when I am travelling. I will be equally indebted to the 
Royal Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland for sponsoring my project.

Contact:
incheoch Farms alyth
ph11 8hJ blairgowrie perthshire
ph: 01828 633652
mob: 07788 100010
e: neil@incheochfarm.ndo.co.uk
Twitter: @workinggenes

 aarun NAIK: How can we support and improve the emotional & psycholo-
gical well-being of farmers?

I have worked all of my career in the agriculture industry although I am not from a far-
ming background myself. I started off running crop protection field trials with AdAS and 
later moved into agricultural and environmental policy work with Forum for the Future. 
For the past nine years I have been working for the National Farmers’ Union (NFU) where 
I have held a number of positions including environmental policy adviser.  My current 
role is a County Adviser looking after the NFU’s activities in Cheshire and helping farm 
businesses in the North West of England with the many challenges they face.

over recent years my personal interest in psychology, the mind and emotional well-being 
led me to study and train in psychotherapy. I am a qualified and practicing counsellor & 
psychotherapist and member of the UK self-regulatory body, National Council of Psycho-
therapists. 

Contact:
2 orford Street Wavertree
l15 8hX liverpool merseyside
ph: 0151 733 6897
mob: 7732974696
e: aarun10@gmail.com
Twitter: @ag_psych
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 Seth PASCoE: despite not being from an agricultural background, I have 
been involved in this fantastic industry from an early age.

I’m an agronomist for Procam SW, living and working in beautiful Cornwall.  I’m very for-
tunate in the fact that I thoroughly enjoy my job. I am very enthusiastic about agronomy/
crop management and generally the agriculture industry as a whole.

I graduated with an honours degree in crop production at the Royal Agricultural College, 
Cirencester. I initially trained and worked as an agronomist in the UK fresh produce indus-
try, followed by a four-year spell spent managing an arable farm in Alberta, Canada. 

In my personal life I am an active member of Charlestown Rowing Club. We row and race 
Cornish Pilot Gigs; an old fashioned wooden boat crewed by six rowers and a coxswain. I 
also really enjoy hiking/scrambling. I generally try and get away once a year or so to go 
and climb in various mountain ranges across the world. Closer to home, I enjoy taking my 
dog for walks around Cornwall, in particular the South West Coast Path. 

I am incredibly grateful to both the NFU Mutual Charitable Trust and the Nuffield Farming 
Scholarship Trust for this fantastic life-changing opportunity.

 Chris PAdFIELd: I live on work on a 4th generation family farm on the 
Gloucestershire / Worcestershire border.  It is a mixed farm consisting of a Beef fattening 
joint venture and growing combinable crops.  We have been direct drilling all crops inclu-
ding maize for the last decade.  The farm is entered into an HLS scheme which is central 
to our focus on creating wildlife habitat around the enterprise. We also run some stubble 
to stubble contracting.

After working abroad in Ghana, Guinea Bissau and France, I worked for a local agricultural 
college mainly assessing NVQ qualifications.  I also achieved qualifications in Internal and 
External Verification and a PGCE (adult education).  I then set up a small training company 
where we offer training services, mainly LANTRA and City and Guilds qualifications, aimed 
at the land-based skills sector.

When not working, I love riding motorbikes and drinking whisky.  Not a great combination 
though a recent biking trip to Islay managed to get the best of both worlds.

I would like to thank all those supporting my Nuffield Scholarship, not least the Central 
Region Farmers Trust for their sponsorship, and my wife and parents for their support and 
backing.

I am trying to get to grips with social media and my first attempts can be followed  on 
twitter @hawthornsfarm

Contact:
11railway Close Charlestown,
pl25 3an St austell Cornwall
mob: 7837107014
e: pascoefarming@gmail.com
Twitter: @CornishSeaberry

Contact:
The hawthorns Staunton
gl19 3ny gloucester
 gloucestershire
ph: 1452840227
mob: 7766331955
e: chris@padfield.me.uk
Twitter: @hawthornsfarm

uniTed Kingdom
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 dafydd SAUNdERS-JoNES - delivery and Impacts of bovine TB Era-
dication. 

I’m 41 years old and  live on a beef and sheep farm outside Talgarth Powys where I have 
lived since 2000. I’m married to Rebecca and have three sons, Harri, Rhys and Tomos. 
I studied at Aberystwyth University and obtained a degree in Agriculture and Business.

I have in the past worked for the Welsh Government as Head of bovine TB policy before 
leaving to work on the farm and  develop my familiy educational publishing business. In 
2012 I became a partner in the farm through the Young Entrant scheme.  I continue to be 
involved with bovine TB as chair of the South East Wales TB Eradication Board.

outside of work, I am  a rugby coach for Gwernyfed U9 team and a Governor at Ysgol y 
Bannau where my children attend. I am extremely lucky to have the support of my family 
and friends. I am hugely grateful to the ‘dartington Cattle Breeding Trust for sponsoring 
me through the Nuffield Scholarship.

 douglas WANSTALL: Although I was brought up on a farm. Myself and 
Lorraine are first generation farmers. We have three children Carmen, Callie and Glen. 
School was not very interesting for me so left at the first opportunity. I was fortunate to 
be offered a job as a dairyman before my sixteenth birthday.

Three years later the dairy cows were replaced by sucklers and for the next seven years I 
had the opportunity to work on other farms before leaving full time employment in 2005. 
during that time I worked with most of the common beef breeds so when we bought our 
own stock I wanted Simmental crosses.

We rented land for two years before buying our first unit in 2006. We were very fortunate 
to get the chance to buy another farm in 2009. Currently we own 230 acres and rent 
another 100 on seasonal lets. We have 100 Simmental and Salers cross cows. They are 
all spring calving with calves sold at weaning. We grow 30 acres of spring barley and in 
2012 our farm was selected as orkneys first Monitor farm.

Contact:
garn y Castell pengenffordd
ld3 0ey brecon powys
ph: 01874 711883
mob: 7946492823
e: dgsj@btinternet.com
Twitter: @dafgsj 

Contact:
broadbanks aldington
Tn25 7dF ashford Kent
ph: 1233720215
mob: 7976427946
e: doug@bankfarm.co.uk
Twitter: @dougWanstall
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 gordon WHITEFoRd: I am a first generation Farmer having gained the 
tenancy of a farm on the Fochabers Estate in 2012 (part of the Crown estate) where I now 
live with my wife, June.  I was brought up on a dairy farm in Ayrshire until the age of ten 
when my father left the industry.  I decided to pursue a career in agriculture and went on 
to study at Auchincruive and Craibstone.

In 2005 I siezed an opportunity to produce organic eggs under contract, and now have 
expanded to also produce free range eggs as well as packing eggs on farm for a local 
market place.

My study is to investigate improving bird welfare on free-range systems.

Having started poultry production 9 years ago with no previous experience, I found kee-
ping hens to be a steep learning curve.  organic hens are not allowed to be beak-trimmed 
(a practice which removes part of the upper beak to reduce cannibalism normally carried 
out with infrared at day old) under organic standards.  I have therefore wicknesed at first 
hand the challenges facing the industry if a beak trimming ban is implemented.

I plan to visit the States where the egg industry is very different to Europe, The Nether-
lands and Germany where poultry is traditionally big and where much of the poultry 
equipment is manufactured, and some Scandinavian countries whose priorities are high 
on animal welfare.

 oliver WHITE: I am 31 years of age and a graduate in Agricultural Enginee-
ring from Harper Adams University. In April of 2014 year I was fortunate to be awarded 
the tenancy of a 125 acre Somerset County Council farm. This tenancy has provided me 
with a quantum leap in scale as it takes me from a 22 acre small holding where I started 
my farming enterprise five years ago to now a total of 147 acres of new and permanent 
pasture at Greenway Farm near Ilminster and Grove Farm, Taunton.

Native cross breed cattle, purebred Poll dorset sheep and Legarth strain geese form the 
basis of my farming system, all of which are reared on an extensive, low input grass-
based system. As far as possible, I retail as much produce as I can through my online 
shop www.farm2fork.co.uk where I am able to offer both farm-gate collection and a na-
tionwide delivery service. The website also provides my customers with the story behind 
and an insight into my farm and sustainable food production and the health benefits of 
grassfed meat I am passionate about farming, about grassfed sustainable agriculture and 
about farming in harmony with nature.

Greenway, my new farm, together with the Nuffield Scholarship provide me with a plat-
form from which I can grow and build what I hope will become a long farming career. My 
ambition is to sustainably increase productivity and diversity on my farm in order to create 
a viable, rewarding and environmentally enhancing farming business. Alongside my far-
ming enterprise I also work part time as Commercial director of Hestercombe Gardens 
Ltd, the wholly owned trading company of the Hestercombe Gardens Trust. Hestercombe 
is internationally famous for its 50 acres of grade 1 listed historic gardens spanning over 
three centuries of garden history and design, which are open to the public. The Trust also 
runs a contemporary arts gallery, two restaurants, two shops and a watermill together 
with a busy events and functions business including weddings and conferences. It has an 
extensive education and activities programme as part of its diverse output that together 
cater for over 80,000 visitors a year. 

Contact:
lower mill of Tynet Clochan
ab56 5hJ buckie moray
ph: 01542 850461
mob: 07919 443336
e: gordon@highlandeggs.co.uk
Twitter: lowermillofTynetFarm

Contact:
greenway Farm dowlish Ford
Ta19 0pJ ilminster Somerset
ph: 01460 53988
mob: 7814009668
e: ollie@farm2fork.co.uk
Twitter: @Farm2ForkuK
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 ben ALLoMES, and wife Nicky have been self-employed dairy farmers for 
more than a decade. Since 2010, they have owned a half share in a 350 ha, 850-cow 
farm at Woodville been 50/50 sharemilkers on a 125 ha, 400-cow farm at Woodville 
and 50/50 sharemilkers on a 66 ha, 215-cow property at Ruawhata. They also lease 
two properties – a 350 ha runoff property and a 30ha beef unit. The pair won the 2008 
national Sharemilker of the Year title.

Ben has done many leadership courses since finishing his Applied Science degree at Mas-
sey University.  He is a farmer-elected dairyNZ director and on the Board of Trustees at the 
local school. He has also been involved with New Zealand Young Farmers, Primary ITo, 
the dairy Industry Awards (Trustee) and Fonterra. He also established and co-convened 
dairyNZ Tararua Governance Group. He has been judge of Community Footprint section 
of the Young Farmer Contest.

While president of Young Farmers, 2007-2009, he helped to restructure and reposition the 
organisation. He also jointly led development of the NZYF leadership “Pipeline” program 
now adopted by industry “Generate” Steering Committee.

on his study he will research ‘Extracting value for New Zealand from offshore by levera-
ging our people’s capability’.

“We are part of a global economy. our ability to extract value from this will be determined 
by understanding the core skills and capabilities of our people and leveraging off these. 
Kiwis, especially farmers, have a worldwide reputation for their adaptability, their attitude, 
their problem solving ability and their work ethic.”

 Sharon MoRRELL is a regional leader with dairyNZ based in Rotorua. Her 
role is a mix of direct farmer interaction and leading the Bay of Plenty team running dis-
cussion groups and topical field days and workshops. She also works alongside strategic 
partners, including the BoP dairy Stakeholders Group, to advance beneficial change on 
farm. 

After graduating from Massey University with a Bachelor of Agricultural Science, she 
worked as a MAF farm advisor before joining sharemilker husband Ross on the farm. 

“Together we wove a path between town and country, always with an underlying agri-
cultural flavour, also raising four wonderful children. My work has included teaching in 
various situations, rearing large numbers of calves, full time dairy farm work, and more 
latterly the return to agricultural consultancy.”

She took on supervision of the Rotorua farms in a corporate farming group and completed 
two sustainable nutrient management courses at Massey University. Participating in a 
Kellogg Rural Leadership program in 2011 was a highlight.

As a Nuffield Scholar, Morrell will research the responses of farming communities to 
changes in environmental regulations or other constraints.

Contact :
74 hopelands road
rd1, Woodville
new Zealand 
ph: +64 (0) 21 054 2833
e: ballomes@inspire.net.nz
Twitter: @ballomes

Contact : 
9 ngahu Street
rotorua 
new Zealand 3015
ph: +64 (0) 274 922 907
e: sharonmmorrell@gmail.com 
Twitter: @dairyingbop

neW Zealand
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 bede o’CoNNoR is milking 340 cows on 170 hectares near Westport. 
As a Nuffield Scholar, he will study Chinese agriculture and its future growth potential 
internally.

Bede purchased his family farm in 2011 and has achieved a 25 per cent increase in 
production over the past three seasons. His five-year business goals are to increase farm 
production to 140,000 milk solids while complying and exceeding all environmental best 
practice standards. He wants to develop a self-sufficient farming system to combat the 
influences of more frequently occurring climatic events.

The former Buller High School and St. Bede’s College (Christchurch) student has a Bache-
lor of Commerce in Farm Management from Lincoln University. After taking part in the 
development West Coast (dWC) Leadership and Governance Programme in 2012/13, 
Bede is still part of an extension group meeting quarterly with leading West Coast CEos 
for informal discussions around business and governance roles.

o’Connor’s other involvement within the agricultural sector and rural community includes 
membership of the West Coast TB Free Committee, West Coast Rural Support Trust and 
the West Coast Focus Farm Trust, which aims to enhance profitable farming on the West 
Coast by analysing systems unique to the area supported by long term data. He was also 
a regional judge for the dairy Industry Awards Trainee of the year and is an active mem-
ber of West Coast Federated Farmers. Bede was elected as a director of the Westland 
dairy Co-op in 2012.

 Satwant SINGH works for Fonterra during the week and on the family 
dairy farm at weekends, managing the accounts and other on-farm activities for the 
family business, Bindra Farms Ltd, which is a 230-cow dairy farm near Morrinsville.

during the week she is part of the Fonterra Commodity Risk and Trading team – deve-
loping and selling price risk management tools. one of her achievements is the develop-
ment and implementation of the Guaranteed Milk Price programme for farmers. She has 
worked for Fonterra in various roles since 2006.

Satwant has a Bachelor of Management Studies with Honours (Majoring in Marketing 
and Human Resources) and a Graduate diploma in Accounting from the University of 
Waikato. 

Recently married to Sunil Krishna and living in Auckland, the couple are passionate about 
farming. She has been part of Young Farmers, dairyNZ discussion groups and the dairy 
Women’s Network. She is a member of the NZIPIM and works jointly with her father as 
a Fonterra Networker. Satwant also has an active involvement in the Sikh community.

Satwant will research farmers’ understanding of their businesses financials and the ove-
rall health of their businesses, focusing around budgeting, risk management, farming 
pressures, stress and suicide levels in farmers.

“My aim is to focus on something that would help strengthen a farmers business with 
equipping them with tools, tips or awareness on how to ease the tension of things chan-
ging that are outside of their control,” she says.

Contact : 
buller gorge road
rd 2
Westport 7892
new Zealand 
ph: +64 (0) 27 496 8105
e: bede.farm@xtra.co.nz

Contact : 
57a redoubt road
goodwood heights
auckland
new Zealand 
ph: +64 (0) 27 703 7150
e: nzsatwant@gmail.com
Twitter: @satwantksingh

neW Zealand
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 dan STEELE is a farmer and conservationist and is keen to show the two go 
firmly hand in hand. 

dan and wife Sandy Waters have two children and live and work on Blue duck Station, 
a 1460 ha sheep and beef station at Whakahoro, surrounded by Whanganui National 
Park. Goals include preserving native New Zealand bird species, retiring or planting steep, 
marginal land, improving water quality and trees for bees planting projects, increasing 
manuka/bush honey production and creating a place fortional guests to come and stay 
and be involved. 

After working with his parents on the neighbouring Retaruke Station for seven years, 
Steele built Blue duck Lodge in 2005, started Blue duck Station in 2006 and founded the 
Wild Journeys commercial jet boats partnership in 2010.

Achievements include a doC Services to Conservation Award in 2007 and several farm 
environment awards (judging the same award later). He is a member of the Ruapehu 
Regional Tourism organisation, ducks Unlimited and NZ Wetland Care. He was founder of 
the Whanganui National Park Conservation and Historic Preservation Trust.

dan’s research would revolve around the potential of “Brand New Zealand” with people 
buying New Zealand products because they are the best, rather than the cheapest. This 
would include strengthening rural towns and involving communities in conservation to 
build the belief there is value in looking after our environment.

 John MURPHY is a 2014 New Zealand Scholar and the general manager of 
Marlborough Garlic Ltd, his family’s garlic and shallot operation. 

John lives in Blenheim and has two children, Isabel and Michael. 

With Marlborough Garlic, John oversees planting, growing and harvest programmes in 
the field alongside drying, packing, processing and marketing of their products. Recently 
he has also been working on the transition to a new company structure and the proces-
sing of new convenience products that he sees as a big part of the company’s future. 

John also has a five-year-old four hectare Sauvignon Blanc vineyard. 

John has a Bachelor of Arts (Political Science) from Canterbury University, a Bachelor of 
Arts Honours (Public Policy) from Victoria and did a post graduate applied economics pa-
per at Massey, as well as the Horticulture NZ Leadership Course in 2011. John is a director 
of Vegetables NZ and chairman of the Alliums Crop Advisory Group and the Marlborough 
Process and Fresh Vegetable Growers Society.

For his Nuffield Scholarship report, John is interested in how good farming can be turned 
into big business without losing its essence; how can a business maintain its core focus 
and keep its edge while expanding? does the family-based nature of many primary 
industry businesses impede growth and innovation or can it be an advantage? 

John is completing his Nuffield Scholarship with the CSC in 2015 due to not being able to 
undertake this in 2014.

Contact :
blue duck Station
rotorua
new Zealand  3015
ph: +64 (0) 21 878 661
e: dan@blueduckstation.co.nz
Twitter: @danblueduck

Contact : 
26 hope drive
blenheim
neW Zealand 
ph: +64 274 584 670
e: jpmurphy1234@gmail.com
Twitter: @nZgarlic
blog: johnmurphy14.wor-
dpress.com

neW Zealand
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 richard APPLEToN, from Alpha in Queensland, receives a Nuffield Scho-
larship supported by Rabobank. He will study animal husbandry practices, with a particu-
lar focus on dehorning and castrating cattle.

Richard manages the day-to-day operations of two of his family’s central Queensland pro-
perties, and oversees managers on four additional properties. Collectively the 180-thou-
sand hectare enterprise consists of 45-thousand cattle including 14,500 breeding cows. 
Steers are mainly fattened and sold to meatworks, with the remainder sold into the 
feeder market. 

Richard would like to investigate how animal husbandry practices and regulations in Aus-
tralia differ to those implemented around the world.

“In particular I’ll focus on dehorning and castrating in cattle, and how various cattle pro-
ducing countries regulate the process. I’d like to spend some time talking to and learning 
from the whole supply chain, from cattle producers and vets through to consumers,” 
Richard says.

While having healthy animals is of upmost importance to Richard, he says it’s also impor-
tant that cattle production be financially viable. Richard plans to visit Scotland, Ireland, the 
Netherlands and the USA.

 andrew BALdoCK, from Kimba in South Australia, receives a Nuffield 
Scholarship supported by Grain Growers Limited. He will investigate building the farm 
enterprise to accommodate a growing family in a changing business environment.

Andrew is responsible for the cropping and grain marketing side of his family’s mixed 
cropping and livestock farming operation. They predominantly focus on wheat in the 
5900 hectare cropping program, with barley, oats, canola, lupins, peas, vetch and medic 
pasture filling out the rotation. They also run a self-replacing merino flock with a percen-
tage of ewes mated to x-bred rams.

Andrew says with multiple siblings wanting to be involved in the family farm, they have 
a need to expand the business to support growing families.

“I’d like to investigate how various businesses around the globe in similar positions have 
approached this scenario.

In particular I’ll focus on options such as growing the family business through outside 
investment, and the viability of diversification and value-adding options in our region,” 
he says.

In addition, Andrew will look at the benefits of a more professional business structure 
with clearly defined roles on the family farm. To achieve these research goals, Andrew 
plans on visiting Canada, USA, UK, New Zealand, Russia and Asia. 

Contact :
islay plains Station
alpha 
Queensland, australia 4724
ph: +61 (0) 419 684 102
e: islay-plains@bigpond.com

Contact :
957a Tola rd
Kimba
South australia, 5641
ph: +61 (0) 418 820 346
e: abconstruct@gmail.com

auSTralia



2015
Contemporary Scholars Conference 
Farming ahead : towards an innovative and dynamic agricultural sector

Reims | France | 28 february - 7 march 2015

auSTralia

 andrew CLARKE, from Ringwood North in Victoria, receives a Nuffield 
Scholarship supported by the Australian Grape and Wine Authority. He will investigate 
managing subsoil restrictions in established vineyards.

As chief viticulturist for Yering Station (part of the Rathbone Wine Group) in the Yarra 
Valley, Andrew is responsible for all viticultural programs and vineyard management on 
the property. Yering Station currently has 95 hectares planted to vines, predominantly 
the core varieties Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Shiraz. Andrew will study practical and 
innovative methods of improving root zone volumes for better vineyard productivity and 
wine quality.  

“The soil research community estimates that up to 80 per cent of existing vineyards are 
significantly affected by subsoil issues.

“Many are planted on sodic, acidic, salty and impermeable subsoils, or a combination of 
these, resulting in restricted root growth, and significant reductions in vineyard producti-
vity and profitability,” Andrew explains.

By increasing the soil volume available to the vine, Andrew says the finite resources of 
soil, nutrition and water can be used more efficiently. Andrew plans on visiting the USA, 
Israel, France and South Africa.

 michael CRAIG, from Harrow in Victoria, receives a Nuffield Scholarship 
supported by Meat and Livestock Australia. He will investigate the Australian sheepmeat 
industry’s ability to create value in changing environmental, economic and social condi-
tions.  

Michael is general manager of Tuloona Pastoral, a mixed broadacre livestock and crop-
ping enterprise consisting of 18-thousand sheep, 500 cows and a 1400-hectare cropping 
program. His role includes strategic direction, managing fulltime and seasonal employees, 
pasture and cropping management, as well as overseeing wool production and sheep 
breeding.

Michael says with high production costs, a tough environment and small population, Aus-
tralian sheep producers have a challenge to be profitable while creating consumer value.

“If the forecasts around climate change and global development trends are right, then 
Australian sheepmeat products will increasingly become a semi-luxury protein source, 
requiring new ways of thinking about our supply chains.  

“I’ll be looking at whether additional value creation can be distributed equitably through 
the supply chain to improve returns and vertical linkages, particularly in the context of 
Australia’s climate variability, production scale and ability to adapt,” he explains.  He plans 
to inspect supply chain models in USA, New Zealand, Europe and the UK.

Contact :
4 athelstane dr
ringwood north 
Victoria, australia 3134
ph: +61 (0) 417 371 139
e: aclarke@yering.com

Contact : 
271 greens lane
harrow
Victoria, australia 3317 
ph: +61 (0) 457 881 334
e: tuloonapastoral@optusnet.
com.au
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 reece CURWEN, from South Stirling in Western Australia, receives a Nuf-
field Scholarship supported by the Grains Research and development Corporation. Reece 
will investigate the dynamics between large-scale farming and the management sys-
tems used to maximise productivity.

As cropping manager of his family’s 9500-hectare broadacre mixed farming property, 
Reece is responsible for a 6500-hectare cropping program, including canola, barley and 
wheat. In addition, the enterprise includes 10-thousand merino ewes. 

Reece will use his scholarship to investigate how good management of large-scale far-
ming enterprises can ensure productivity and profitability.

“Scale naturally has an influence but the ability to manage that scale is what I am in-
terested in investigating – with demands of staff, plant and finance, managing large pro-
perties is challenging.

“Coming from a large enterprise myself, I am always trying to find the next boost to 
productivity to combat the ongoing cost-price squeeze,” he explains.

Reece hopes that exposure to similar enterprises around the world will open doors and 
opportunities to the next boost in productivity. He will visit South America, central Africa 
and Europe.

 Jonathan dYER, from Kaniva in Victoria, receives a Nuffield Scholarship 
supported by Rural Finance. He will investigate the possibilities ‘Big data’ creates for 
improving farm practice and profitability.

Jonathan is involved in a West Wimmera family farming partnership that specialises in 
broadacre grain production on approximately 2200 hectares. The family grows a mixture 
of bread and durum wheat, canola, lentils, faba beans and chickpeas in a continuous crop-
ping rotation. They have invested heavily in on-farm storage and market grain off-farm to 
various domestic processors and grain exporters.

Jonathon will use his scholarship to focus on ‘Big data’, which refers to the ability to 
capture and store large volumes of information and analyse it to solve complex problems 
and gain business insights.

“It is now possible to collect large amounts of sensory and spatial data on-farm at very 
little cost - some examples include weather data, harvest yield information, soil type 
maps, soil moisture and temperature probes and machinery performance data,” he 
explains.

While Jonathan believes Big data can help farmers make better and more profitable 
decisions, he’d like to look at who owns the data farmers generate, and whether they can 
they take ownership of that data to create value from it.

Jonathan hopes to visit the USA, Zambia, South Africa and Canada on his travels.

Contact :
315 Stirling School road
South Stirling
Western australia, 6324 
ph: +61 (0) 409 203 633
e: reececurwen@gmail.com

Contact :
123 rowes rd
Kaniva
Victoria, australia 3419 
ph: +61 (0) 423 269 798 
e: jonathan@nerdfarmer.com

auSTralia
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Tom EASTLAKE, from Young in New South Wales, receives a prestigious Nuf-
field Scholarship supported by Horticulture Australia Limited, with matching funds from 
the Australian Government. He will study cherry field handling, packing techniques and 
packaging materials.

With 15-thousand cherry trees in production, Tom is responsible for all orchard and far-
ming activities on his property, which produces approximately 250 to 340 tonnes of cher-
ries per year. Tom manages three full time staff during the year and over 100 seasonal 
workers at harvest. He also works part time for NAB in Trade Finance, based in Young.

To optimise shelf life, minimise damage and provide the best presentation of fruit, Tom 
will study handling techniques of cherries from tree to packhouse, handling during pac-
king and subsequent packaging.

“We have varieties that can display ‘pitting’ on the skin after handling, or that are softer 
and may bruise or squash - however, improving handling techniques have been shown 
to reduce pitting, and our goal should be to improve our handling to reduce impact and 
compression,” he explains.

Tom will visit the USA, Canada, Chile and Italy.

 nathan FREE, from Lake Boga in Victoria, receives a Nuffield Scholarship 
supported by Horticulture Australia Limited, using funds from the National Vegetable R&d 
Levy and matching funds from the Australian Government. He will study variety selection 
and soil amendments during conversion from conventional to certified organic farming.

As managing director of Alkira organics, Nathan is responsible for vegetable production, 
packaging, marketing and dispatch at his family’s certified organic horticultural produc-
tion business. The 350-hectare property comprises organic stone fruit, wine grapes and 
organic vegetables, including zucchini, melon, pumpkin, tomato, corn, broccoli and kale. 

Nathan believes there is massive potential for the organic industry to develop, but the 
more demanding crops and the ability to achieve higher yields is holding the industry 
back.

“I intend to identify which varieties of vegetables are working well using organic produc-
tion methods on an international scale. In addition, I hope to tap into knowledge around 
the world regarding soil amendments that can bridge the gap during the conversion to 
organic as well as building the organic matter in soils,” he says. 

Nathan will travel to the USA and England.

Contact: 
‘maggadalla’ 760 Spring Creek 
road
young 
new South Wales, australia 
2594
ph: +61 (0)438 059 464
e: tom@fairfieldsorchard.com.au

Contact : 
188 Tresco West road
lake boga
Victoria, australia 3584
ph: +61 (0) 427 178 626
e: nathan.duralgai@gmail.com
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 andrew FREETH, from Collie in NSW, receives a Nuffield Scholarship sup-
ported by the Grains Research and development Corporation. He will study investment in 
on-farm grain storage and supply chain logistics.

Andrew works in his family’s 5000-hectare mixed dryland broadacre cropping and lives-
tock enterprise, with typically half the farm sown to cash or fodder crops and the balance 
to native pasture for grazing an 1800-head self-replacing Merino ewe flock. Andrew is 
involved in all aspects of the business, including crop production, grain marketing, and 
livestock work.

Andrew is keen to refine the business model for growers to co-operate and invest in on 
farm storage, which could result in increased efficiency, better marketing options and 
improved farm gate returns.

“This is an area that many growers and industry participants recognise as critically impor-
tant, but many do not have the capital, knowledge, scale and time to successfully invest 
in the required infrastructure.

“The aim here is to move grain to market in an efficient, cost effective manner that 
meets customer expectations,” Andrew says. Andrew will visit the USA, Canada, France, 
Germany and the UK to complete his studies.

 Jock GRAHAM, from Coolac in New South Wales, receives a Nuffield Scho-
larship supported by the Grains Research and development Corporation. He will study 
communication technology solutions for farm enterprises.

Jock works in his family’s mixed farming enterprise, consisting of 1000 head of Angus 
cattle, 5000 Merino ewes and a 1000-hectare rotational cropping program. The ope-
ration covers about 3800-hectares of owned and leased land, and also includes a sand 
quarrying operation and an additional contract cropping operation of over 2500-hectares. 

He is also managing director of a start-up farm software company, Farm Apps, which 
makes mobile device software for smartphones and portable devices to enhance farmer 
efficiency.

Jock will use his scholarship to research new technology solutions available to provide 
high-speed internet and better communications to rural and regional users. 

“I will also encompass technology solutions that improve farming efficiencies across mul-
tiple farming enterprises and look at their ongoing costs and associated benefits.

“This is an area which I have been passionate about for years and believe that most 
farming families and businesses can improve the way they utilise communication tech-
nology,” he explains.

Jock will visit the USA, England, Japan, Switzerland, Russia and France during his scho-
larship.

Contact :
3498 oxley highway
Collie
new South Wales, australia 
2827
ph: +61 (0) 407 205 503
e: adfreeth@gmail.com

Contact :
bengarra
Colac 
new South Wales, australia 
2727
ph: +61 (0) 408 449 844
e: jock@eulonga.com.au

auSTralia
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 Fiona HALL, from orange in New South Wales, receives a Nuffield Scho-
larship supported by Horticulture Australia Limited using the Apple and Pear Industry Levy 
and matching funds from the Australian Government. She will study innovation to close 
the gap between producer and retailer profits. 

Fiona is managing director of Caernarvon Cherry Co, a holistic cherry growing, packing and 
marketing operation with a team of 22 growers located in Central NSW. In the 2013/14 
season, Caernarvon Cherry Co handled 1000 tonne of fruit, equating to 10 per cent of 
the Australian crop. She is also co-owner of Bonny Glen Fruits, growing 8-thousand bins 
of apples over four properties located around orange and packing and marketing fruit for 
another eight local apple growers. 

She will use her Nuffield Scholarship to investigate how to close the gap between far-
mgate and retail returns in the apple industry.

“our industry adds three times the value of our crop in packing, processing and sorting 
– I want to look at how we can achieve more value at the farmgate for producers. To 
understand this I need to study how large packhouses rationalise, streamline, become 
more transparent, value-add, improve packing, market, use real-time reporting and of 
course innovate,” she says. Fiona will visit the UK, USA, China and New Zealand during 
her studies.

 ben HASLETT, from Murtho in South Australia, receives a Nuffield Scholarship 
supported by Horticulture Australia Limited, using voluntary contributions from industry 
and matched funds from the Australian Government.  He will investigate how rural com-
munities can secure the information, infrastructure and representation required to be 
competitive in a world market.

Ben manages his family business growing, packing and marketing citrus, almonds, wine 
grapes and stonefruit for both domestic and export markets on approximately 100 hec-
tares of planted area. Additionally, they contract pack and market citrus for other growers 
and run a contract mechanical almond harvesting service. 

Ben will use his scholarship to investigate better mechanisms for the primary production 
sector to interact with decision-makers and key stakeholders.

“While regional communities can often become frustrated with ineffective policy, poorly-
directed research or inadequate consultation, it is equally true that Government often 
feels frustrated when trying to engage with the rural sector. 

“I want to look at how we can be best represented in a powerful yet cooperative manner 
for the good of our regions and Australia as a whole,” he explains. 

He will visit Spain, France, China, UK, USA and the Netherlands during his travels.

Contact :
474 Canobolas road
orange
new South Wales, australia 
2800
ph: +61 (0) 417 060 554
e: info@biteriot.com.au

Contact : 
Woolenook Fruits
murtho 
South australia, 5340
ph: +61 (0) 438 317 559 
e: ben@woolenook.com.au
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 Stacey LoFTUS, from Wonboyn Lake in New South Wales, receives a Nuf-
field Scholarship supported by the Fisheries Research and development Corporation.  She 
will study marketing and branding in oyster production.

Stacey is business manager for the family oyster farm, working with her husband Andrew 
and parents-in-law Ross and Anne. They are the biggest oyster producers in Wonboyn, 
farming nine leases over 11 hectares, and producing over 30-thousand dozen oysters for 
the domestic market, mostly wholesale into Brisbane and Sydney. Stacey says historically 
the Sydney Rock oyster industry has not branded or marketed itself well, a situation she 
wants to change.

“We are moving into a more environmentally responsible age, by using plastics that don’t 
break down, are often recycled, and always very costly – we now need to use these new 
sustainable standards to market ourselves,” she explains.

Stacey wants to investigate how oyster farmers all over the world have successfully used 
branding.

“I am particularly interested in how long-standing industries in Europe and the revitalized 
American sector approach marketing, but I also realise I can draw experience from other 
industries,” she says. Stacey will travel to USA, France, Ireland, Japan and Singapore to 
complete her research.

 Wade MANN, from Hamlyn Terrace in New South Wales, receives a Nuf-
field Scholarship supported by Nuffield Australia.  He will research Integrated Pest Mana-
gement (IPM) strategies for greenhouse hydroponic production of berry crops.

Wade is managing director of Roses 2 Go, a commercial greenhouse hydroponic rose 
cut-flower production facility he runs with his wife Nicola. Up until this year, their mix 
of Hybrid-T and Intermediate roses returned an annual yield of over a million stems. 
They recently diversified half their total greenhouse area to the commercial production 
of hydroponic blueberries, with a small-scale trial of hydroponic raspberries within the 
same unit. 

With the recent push into berries, Wade will use his scholarship to investigate how to 
overcome a lack of chemical options to control pests in the berry crops.

“Commercial pollinators have been used to successfully transport and disperse micro-
bial inoculum as an environmentally and ecologically sound method of biocontrol. The 
challenge in Australia is to successfully implement this technology using commercially 
available honeybees as an alternative to bumblebees, which are globally acclaimed as 
superior pollinators but forbidden entry on our shores,” he explains.

To research the topic, Wade will visit Canada, USA, the Netherlands, China and the UK.

Contact :
Wonboyn lake
eden
new South Wales, australia 
2551
ph: +61 (0) 449 146 358
e: stace_85@hotmail.com

Contact :
p.o box 4504
lake haven
new South Wales, australia 
2263
ph: +61 (0) 404 913 209
e: wademann125@gmail.com
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 abby MCKIBBEN, from Roaring Beach in Tasmania, receives a prestigious 
Nuffield Scholarship supported by Blundstone Australia, the Robert Gatenby Memorial 
Trust, Roberts Limited and Tasmanian Alkaloids.  She will study luxury seafood marketing, 
with an aim to raise the markets perceived value of Australian seafood.

Abby works for Huon Aquaculture, the world’s largest privately owned salmon farm which 
produces just over 12,000 tonnes of fresh salmon and trout per year, and value-adds 
smoked products and caviar. She manages the company’s Reserve Selection, a boutique 
range of hand-crafted artisan smoked products. 

Abby believes there is a real opportunity to better brand the luxury seafood category 
within the broader high-end sector.

“Unlike European and even North American counterparts, there are still very few so called 
luxury seafood brands in Australia that the everyday consumer would be able to recall,” 
she explains.

With the growing Australian demand for seafood, Abby believes the opportunity has 
never been greater for domestic seafood companies to realise true product value in a 
traditionally consumer-price driven sector.

Abby plans to attend the Terra Madre food festival in Italy, as well as visiting key global 
regions that have used ‘place’ successfully to increase their brand and overall value pro-
position, such as Switzerland, France and the USA.

 matt MCVEIGH, from dalby in Queensland, receives a Nuffield Scholarship 
supported by Cotton Australia and the Cotton Research and development Corporation. He 
will research methods of improving the quality of Australian cotton.

Matt works in his family business, which consists of approximately 6000 hectares of irri-
gated and dryland cropping and is a mixture of owned, leased and share-farmed country. 
The main income comes from cotton, closely followed by sorghum – wheat, barley, chick-
peas and corn are also part of the cropping rotation. With the quality of cotton potentially 
being impacted by factors from seedling emergence through to the spinning mill, it’s an 
area Matt sees as being critically important.

“I’m going to research cotton quality and what the end user requires, particularly in re-
gards to length and colour, which can cost a producer a great amount of money in a 
short period of time. Agronomic and weather related issues such as row spacing, climate, 
defoliation, picking and packaging also all relate to quality and I would love to be able to 
compare different countries to Australia to see how we could improve on this,” he says.

Matt will visit China, Korea, India, Brazil, Argentina, Egypt and the USA.

Contact :
370 argyle Street
north hobart
Tasmania, australia 7000
ph: +61 (0)427 668 016
e: amckibben@huonaqua.com.
au

Contact : 
411 ritters rd
dalby 
Queensland, australia 4405
ph: +61 (0) 427 577 879
e: matt@mcveighpartnership.
com.au
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 adam MCVEIGH, from dalby in Queensland, receives a Nuffield Scho-
larship supported by the Grains Research and development Corporation.  He will research 
achieving sustainable high yields from continuous double cropping with overhead irriga-
tion.

Adam is an irrigated and dryland producer, cropping cotton, corn, sorghum, barley, wheat 
and occasionally mungbeans and chickpeas on the darling downs. In addition he does 
some contract cotton picking. Encompassing both the family operation and his own farm, 
this financial year he grew 425 hectares of cotton, 105 hectares of barley, 115 hectares 
of wheat, 65 hectares of sorghum and 65 hectares of corn.

While irrigated cropping can be very profitable, Adam says in dry years when water is 
limited or simply not available, the cost of maintaining infrastructure and servicing debt 
can be financially crippling.  

“When water is plentiful it then becomes necessary to extract maximum value out of the 
irrigation infrastructure,” he explains.

Adam will research growing two crops each year in the same irrigated paddock, with a 
focus on achieving maximum return per hectare in a situation where water is not limited. 
To do so, he will visit France, the USA, Egypt, UK, Mexico and Brazil.

 James MIFSUd, from Goulburn in New South Wales, receives a Nuffield 
Scholarship supported by the RIRdC Chicken Meat Program. He will study animal welfare 
standards in the poultry industry. James produces around 140-thousand turkeys a year in 
six sheds on his 160-hectare property. The family owned operation produces the turkeys 
in 2.7 batches per annum, meaning each batch cycle is 20 weeks. Poults are delivered as 
day olds and reared to a processor-specified market weight. Hens weigh on average 4-7 
kilograms whilst the toms are 14-17 kilograms.

The enterprise also includes a 60-head herd of Angus breeders and they sell and contract 
spread turkey manure and other fertilisers.

James will use his scholarship to investigate how costs of poultry production and 
consumption trends are affected by higher welfare standards.

“I want to understand the level of uptake by consumers of the higher welfare poultry ver-
sus standard grown. In addition, I am interested in the drivers behind the implementation 
of higher welfare standards and the effect it has on farm production costs,” he explains.

James will tour North America and the EU to research his topic.

Contact :
1367 pirrinuan - apunyal rd
dalby
Queensland, australia 4405
ph: +61 (0) 427 635 209
e: mcveigh.trading@gmail.com

Contact :
‘Trilla’ 16917 hume highway
goulburn
new South Wales, australia 
2580
ph: +61 (0) 418 960 395
e: trilla2@bigpond.com

auSTralia
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 bernadette MoRTENSEN, from Mangrove Mountain in New South 
Wales, receives a Nuffield Scholarship supported by Woolworths. She will investigate how 
farmers can manage urban encroachment, unfavourable public perception and legislative 
change.

Bernadette is owner/operator of a 12-hectare farm, producing 210-thousand birds per 
year in two conventional free-range chicken sheds and growing avocados on 350 trees 
that have been planted on approximately four hectares to diversify the business. She is 
also part of a family agricultural group producing 1.2 million free-range broilers per year, 
avocados and a growing herd of Angus cattle.

With a passion for agriculture and food production, Bernadette would like to study the 
increasing outside pressures Australian agriculture is under. 

“I’d like to explore other parts of the world where industry is dealing with issues like unfa-
vourable public perception, legislative change and urban encroachment. I see an oppor-
tunity to capitalise on innovation and technology from more heavily populated countries 
that have been under similar pressures for considerable amounts of time,” she explains.

To do this she plans on visiting China, Singapore, USA, Mexico, the UK and denmark.

 robert PEFFER, from Molong in New South Wales, receives a Nuffield 
Scholarship supported by the Australian Egg Corporation. He will study world’s best prac-
tice in non-cage egg production systems.

Robert is principal manager of egg sales and distribution for Peffer Pastoral Co - produ-
cing, packing, marketing and distributing barn and cage eggs. They have capacity for 
approximately 100-thousand hens, 20 per cent of which are in barns and the remainder 
caged. The family operations also include over 3,000 ewes, 150 cows and 1,000 hectares 
sown mostly to wheat and canola. Robert hopes to bring back the latest management 
techniques from around the world in non-cage egg production systems.

“Alternatives to cage systems generally lose several percentage points in production 
through higher mortality, higher instances of disease, social stresses and eggs laid on the 
floor or broken by other birds. 

“My hope is that adoption of several good ideas from around the world might begin to 
reduce the deficit in performance of alternatives to cage systems,” he explains.

Robert will tour the UK, Europe, New Zealand, USA and Canada.

Contact :
80 bloodtree road
mangrove mountain
new South Wales, australia 
2250
ph: +61 (0) 488 021 241 
e: b.mortensen@bigpond.com

Contact : 
83 euchareena road
molong
new South Wales, australia 
2866
ph: +61 (0) 447 669 234
e: rjpeffer@hotmail.com
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 Tom QUIGLEY, from Trangie in New South Wales, receives a Nuffield Scho-
larship supported by Cotton Australia and the Cotton Research and development Corpo-
ration. He will research growing cotton under pressurised overhead sprinkler irrigation.

Tom is manager of the family business Quigley Farms, a mixed 6000-hectare farming 
enterprise comprising 600 hectares of cotton, 2400 hectares of winter crops and 3000 
hectares of grazing. The rotation includes irrigated cotton, dryland wheat, canola, chick-
peas and grazing oats, while the livestock consists of grazing merino ewes and cross-bred 
lambs, and Hereford x Angus cattle. 

over the last two years Tom’s family has converting 45 per cent of their irrigation area 
from furrow irrigation into overhead pressurised sprinkler irrigation in the form of Lateral 
Move Irrigators. However with the new, more efficient, infrastructure comes a different 
challenge, the requirement to also modify the associated farming techniques.

“I’d like to look at different farming systems that go specifically with growing cotton under 
sprinkler irrigation, particularly in regards to cover crops, nutrition, pest control, chemical 
use and crop rotations,” he says.

Tom will travel to the USA, China and other regions of Australia.

 han SHIoNG SIAH, from Humpty doo in the Northern Territory, receives a 
Nuffield Scholarship supported by ANZ and the NT department of Primary Industries. He 
will study alternate and cost-effective methods to control flying feral vermin.

Han is the farm manager and agronomist for Tropical Primary Products, a family-owned 
and operated business specialising in tropical fruit production. The main crops on the 
220-hectare property are mangoes, durians (largest durian plantation in Australia), jack-
fruits and pomelos, while other lesser-known tropical fruit also feature in their produce 
line. They also have an active mango-breeding project, with their first commercial variety 
(TPP1) being widely available in green grocers and major Australian supermarket chains.

In recent years, Magpie Geese have become a major pest for fruit and vegetable far-
mers in northern Australia, destroying horticultural crops such as mangoes, melons, Asian 
vegetables and other tropical fruits. Current efforts to manage the geese have had mixed 
success, and Han says can also be expensive. 

“I hope to find new ways to manage these geese to limit the damage and impact on 
crops - some of these could be as simple as applying a spray-deterrent or using drones,” 
he says. He will travel to the USA, Canada, the Netherlands, South Africa, Brazil, China 
and Taiwan. 

Contact :
Quigley Farms
Trangie 
new South Wales, australia 
2823 
ph: +61 (0) 409 476 338 
e: tomquig@bigpond.com

Contact :
po box 460
humpty doo
northern Territory, australia 
836 
ph: +61 (0) 423 444 598
e: han.siah@tropicalprimary.
com
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 Thomas SNARE, from Boat Harbour in Tasmania, receives a Nuffield Scho-
larship supported by dairy Australia. He will study intensive large-scale calf rearing (dairy 
beef) and lean management.

Thomas is farm manager of the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture dairy Research Facility 
for the University of Tasmania. They milk 340 cows on the 220-hectare property and all 
replacements reared and raised on farm. He is also responsible for pasture and stock 
management on the family grazing property, which consists of up to 320 head of dairy 
heifer agistment and beef breeding/finishing and runs a pasture measurement contract 
business.

Thomas believes there is the opportunity to value-add to the currently expanding dairy 
industry by rearing Friesian bull calves. 

“dairy beef represents a far more efficient production system in comparison to conven-
tional beef production – I’d like to find more productive options than slaughtering high 
genetic merit bulls at a young age,” he explains.

Thomas will also research how the concept of lean management can be applied in agri-
culture.

“This concept, based on the Toyota production system, is used by manufacturing to elimi-
nate waste and drive continuous improvement,” he says. Thomas will visit New Zealand, 
Europe, USA, Canada and Japan to complete his studies.

 James TERRY, from Koo Wee Rup in Victoria, receives a prestigious Nuffield 
Scholarship supported by The William Buckland Foundation. He will study the economic 
sustainability of vegetable farming.

James is produce partner and export manager for Momack Produce, the largest exporter 
of asparagus in Australia, producing around 3500 tonnes each season. The company also 
exports onions, broccoli, grapes and some mixed consolidation lots from the Melbourne 
market. He is also a farm partner and operations manager for the Iona Farm Partnership, 
growing asparagus on a 64-hectare property.

James says there is concern that vegetable farming in Australia is not a viable and sustai-
nable occupation for business owners. 

“My aim is to assist in ensuring the sustainability of vegetable farming for future genera-
tions – to achieve this we need to be able to grow produce of the highest quality. I want 
to find ways to make the produce chain more efficient and sustainable, looking at areas 
such as growing techniques, soil science, supply chain efficiencies, use of improved tech-
nology, value-adding and marketing,” he says.

James will visit the Netherlands, USA, China, Mexico, Peru and New Zealand during his 
studies.

Contact :
128 port road
boat harbour
Tasmania, australia 7321
ph: +61 (0) 429 940 063
e: thomas.snare@utas.edu.au

Contact : 
290 island road
Koo Wee rup
Victoria, australia 3981
ph: +61 (0) 433 565 833
e: james@momack.com.au



2015
Contemporary Scholars Conference 
Farming ahead : towards an innovative and dynamic agricultural sector

Reims | France | 28 february - 7 march 2015

 derek TILLER, from Pinery in South Australia, receives a prestigious Nuffield 
Scholarship supported by Nufarm.  He will research improving emergence and vigour of 
plants in disc seeding systems.

derek is co-manager of the 2650-hectare farm family farm, continuously cropping a 
rotation of wheat, barley, lentils, canola and beans. derek is specifically responsible for 
seeding operations, including paddock preparation, nutrition, rotation and variety choice. 
The family has policies in place to further improve the land such as no burning of stubble, 
no livestock, no cultivation or hay.

derek hopes to develop and use a superior all-in-one, one-pass seeding system to better 
combine Integrated Pest Management, conservation tillage and precision agriculture.

Being such a broad study topic, he says it has the potential to cover everything from 
seeding to post-emergent pesticides. By investigating better seed placement and use of 
a liquid system to feed and protect the crop, derek aims to better establish crops at target 
densities and therefore improve yield potential. 

“To achieve our yield and sustainability targets, we upgraded to a zero-till disc seeder 
this year, but there are many modifications and management changes I can still make,” 
he explains.

derek will investigate this topic by visiting Argentina, Chile, Germany, the UK, USA and 
Canada.

 robert WEBB, from Tarana in New South Wales, receives a Nuffield Scho-
larship supported by Australian Wool Innovation. He will study the use of fire as a native 
pasture management tool.

Robert’s family owns and operates a seventh-generation fine wool Merino production 
and beef property. Spread across two properties totalling 1190 hectares, they run approxi-
mately 2000 fine wool Merino breeding ewes, 1500 fine wool Merino wethers, 700 
prime lamb-producing ewes and 150 beef (Shorthorn Hereford cross) breeding cows. He 
assists his partners with financial planning and benchmarking of the business.

Robert, along with his brother Hugh, also runs denhine Pty Ltd, a business managing 
investment and small acreage farms across Central Tablelands.

“Fire rejuvenates native pasture and makes it more productive, which in turn can bene-
fit woolgrowers by improving profitability through increased fleece weight and staple 
strength,” he explains.

Robert will visit wool producing countries, as well as other grazing enterprises, to gain 
further knowledge of the use of fire as a grazing management tool for improving native 
pasture productivity. He will travel to Indonesia, USA, Russia and Greece to complete his 
studies.

Contact :
532 Traeger road
mallala
South australia 5502 
ph: +61 (0) 438 272 100
e: dandktiller@rbe.net.au

Contact :
1896 lowes mount road
Tarana
new South Wales, australia 
2787 
ph: +61 (0) 409 326 350 
e: keystone@ix.net.au
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 greg doNALd, is a 2015 Nuffield Scholar from Margate, PEI, Canada

Greg will investigate strategic plans implemented by potato industries in other countries 
in order to gain a greater knowledge of their long term critical success factors.  He also 
plans to investigate other (non-potato) agricultural industry associations to gain knowle-
dge and insight that could have application and benefit to the PEI and Canadian potato 
industry.  

Greg is the General Manager of the PEI Potato Board.  With a BSc. degree in Agriculture 
and an MBA, Greg has over twenty year of experience in the potato industry, including 
five years with McCain Foods and 14+ years in the agricultural crop input business in 
Atlantic Canada and Maine with the Cavendish group. 

Greg, his wife Becky along with their daughter Abby and son Jack live in Margate, PEI.  
Greg enjoys family activities, boating, outdoor activities and travelling.

“I am excited to pursue my project studies that when completed will assist in the long 
term planning and success of the PEI and Canadian Potato Industries” he says.

To complete his studies, Greg hopes to visit Belgium, Netherlands and the UK. 

 Follow Greg’s travels @1spudman

 becky PARKER is a 2015 Nuffield Scholar from Prince Edward County, onta-
rio, Canada.  

Her scholarship is sponsored by Glacier Farm Media. 

Becky’s research will explore collaborative models of agriculture career education. She 
plans to examine the roles of youth development organizations, the agriculture indus-
try and the formal school system in educating about agri-food career opportunities and 
recruiting future employees.

Growing up on a farm instilled in Becky a love of agriculture and the environment. Fol-
lowing a Bachelor of Applied Science, she achieved a Bachelor of Education and spent a 
few years teaching in the public and private school system. She then obtained a Masters 
of Education with a concurrent diploma in Environmental and Sustainability Education. Her 
background in agriculture and experience in education are combined every day in her 
position as Project and Partnership Manager with ontario Agri-Food Education. 

Becky lives with her husband, Hunter Kangas, who is an assistant winemaker. Although 
they do not farm, they are active in the food and agriculture community in Prince Edward 
County. 

For her travels, she plans to visit the UK, Ireland, New Zealand, Australia and the USA. 
Follow Becky on Twitter @becky_parker_2.

Contact:
rr#6 Kensington, 
prince edward island, 
Canada 
C0b 1m0
ph: 902-626-6105
e: greg@peipotato.org
Twitter @1spudman

Contact:
1241 South big island road
rr#1 demorestville 
ontario, 
Canada l0p 1b0
ph: 1 613 743 2716 
e: beckyparker2@gmail.com 

Canada
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 Colin HUdoN, along with his wife and 3 young daughters own and operate 
F&F Hudon Farms Ltd. From 2002-2012 the operation was located near McAuley, MB and 
consisted of grains, oilseeds, and a cow-calf operation. In 2012 the McAuley assets were 
sold and the Hudon family relocated to Rosser, MB where they operate a small grains 
and oilseeds farm.

Colin is also the managing partner of Strategic Agricultural Management Co. which pro-
vides a full suite of services for clients investing in farmland and agribusinesses.

Colin’s Nuffield topic will be: The Business of Farming versus the Business of Farmland 
ownership. The evolution of farmland ownership and farm business models on the Cana-
dian prairies. What lessons can be learned from around the world to help Canadian pro-
ducers and the industry as a whole capture opportunities and avoid threats in changing 
times.

 peter YEUNG grew up in Hong Kong.

After completing his Bachelor and Masters degree of Science at Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, Peter joined one of the biggest local supermarket business – Wellcome – 
which belongs to Hong Kong dairy Farm Group, as a produce buyer.

Following his career at Wellcome, Peter returned to the family farm in 2003. He now 
manages the family farm, which is spread throughout different regions of China. They 
grow over 1,000 hectares of brassicas such as Pak Choy.

Peter is also involved in a farming machine business in China.

Peter wishes to learn and enhance himself through international agricultural organisa-
tions – such as Nuffield – with an aim of helping other farmers and the overall agricultural 
industry in China. With China’s population of over 1.2 billion, one of his biggest concerns 
is how to feed the country into the future.

Contact:
68030
rosser, manitoba
Canada
1-204-461-4207
e: colin.hudon@samc.ag
www.samc.ag
Twitter @samc_colin

Contact:
China agricultural Company 
limited - China

ph: 86-020-87886046
Fax: 86-020-87886301
mob: 86-13926109011
e: hw_yeung@hotmail.com

Canada

China
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 ramesh THIRUPPATHI hails from an agriculture family. The family farms 
70 acres growing coffee, bananas and paddy (rice). Finishing his Masters degree in Com-
merce – specialising in Business Systems – from the University of Madras in 1994, Ra-
mesh took over the family business, which distributes agricultural inputs. Ramesh has 20 
years of experience promoting best practice and input management in pest and nutrient 
management for all crops. Since 2004 he has been engaged in research, founding “EST” 
(Electron Synthesis Technology) developing organic fertiliser products with phosphate and 
potash for maximum plant nutrient management, crop health and stability. These fertili-
sers are converted from toxic waste of sugar mills, such as mill mud and spent wash from 
distilleries. Converting these harmful wastes into a scientifically biological digested matter 
is the first of its kind in the world. The products have been recently accredited with IMo 
(Institute for Marketecology) certificate of organic, eco-friendly and socially-responsible 
products. This helps all organic certified farms, which today have no substitute nutrition 
for their crops. Ramesh is interested in pursuing the research in “Electron Path of Nutrient 
Management” for agriculture.

 Shaun CAWood 
The Monitor deloitte Report is old where it shows 8.5 Million dollar Investment.

My Company, CB FARM FRESH, was chosen out of thousands of company’s from across 
Africa together with two other company’s that have the potential to change how agri-
cultural is done across Africa.  G8 New Alliance and Grow Africa started the program. A 
company called dale-burg will visit us in January to do a case study, our company’s will 
be show cased in Cape Town June 2015 to the world at the Grow Africa Forum, which is 
linked to the World Economic Forum.

I was voted the first chairmen for a group formed by the G8 New Alliance and Grow 
Africa, the group represents the Multinational and SME company’s in the agri sector. The 
group is called Business Advisory Working Group Mozambique. This group will make huge 
positive impacts to the lives of thousands of farmers and communities. Company’s like, 
Cargel, SAB Miller are part of the group.

As chairmen I was nominated by my group to possibly Join the New Alliance Leadership 
Council 2015 2016, where I will represent Southern Africa. I will find out before the end 
of the month if I made it. My area would be social development via agricultural.

The IFC World Bank,  they want to fund my project we are busy putting it all on paper, 
21.5 Million dollar Investment over five years. We hope to sign the contracts by June 2015 
at the Grow Africa Forum

Contact:
Varun phosphates and bio organics 
pvt. ltd 63, Samrat nagar near 
nCC bhavan near Shivaji university 
Compound - Kolhapur maha-
rashtra - india – 416008
ph: +91 9850561555
e: rameshcmr@gmail.com
www.varunagri.com

Contact:

ph: 00258 844957103
e: cawoodbeef@gmail.com

india

moZambiQue
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 daniela CoCo is Agribusiness Manager and Knowledge Coordinator for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Sao Paulo, Brazil. She has a Bachelor degree in Agronomy 
from the University of São Paulo specializing in Animal Production. She also has a Master 
degree in Business Management from Massey University, New Zealand, specialising in 
strategic development for dairy companies worldwide. Her professional experience and 
qualifications include 15 years in the agribusiness sector and expertise in the dairy value 
chain from animal production to product development and commercialisation. daniela 
also has experience with dairy production in temperate, tropical and desertic climates, 
working on daily routines from feeding to milking and animal handling. daniela was 
based in New Zealand for eight years, working on dairy farms as an extension practitioner. 
She joined Fonterra in 2003 and was part of various innovation and development teams. 
In Brazil, she was appointed Sourcing Manager for the Southern Cone, accounting for 
operations in Chile, Argentina and Brazil. She joined PwC as manager of the consulting 
team, concomitantly coordinating the PwC Agribusiness Research and Knowledge Center 
and acting as Knowledge Coordinator, supporting PwC´s growth strategy for Brazil, South 
America and West Cluster. She has also been Project Manager for a technical compliance 
project for a large agrichemicals company whilst supporting other project teams involved 
in strategy development, supply chain competencies, sustainability in dairy production 
and M&A. daniela recently managed the technical workstream (dairy production) in a 
feasibility study for a large scale dairy operation in Qatar.

 Fabiano PAGANELLA has been selected to participate in the Nuffield 
International 2015 Contemporary Scholar Conference in France.

Fabiano is an agronomist engineer and farmer and lives in Vacaria in the Rio Grande do 
Sul state in the southern tip of Brazil. . The family farm business produces soybean, corn, 
wheat, oats and beans. There are 650 hectares, 200 hectares owned and 450 hectares 
rented.

Besides the farm, he has a consulting company called Plantec Agronomic Engineering 
(PLANTEC ENGENHARIA AGRoNoMICA LTdA) of which he is a partner and the technical 
manager. He works with technical assistance, rural credit and does surveys for companies 
that provide agricultural insurance. As the Technical Manager of Araucaria Seeds, he also 
advises two seed production and precision agriculture companies.

Fabiano’s biggest interest is the study of precision agriculture in order to better understand 
each field of his farm and his customers to ensure greater profitability.

Fabiano has good experience of agriculture in both the USA and Argentina and is looking 
forward to the CSC experience in France.

“I want to meet new people, cultures and agriculture practiced in these countries, make 
new friends and adapt this knowledge to my reality,” he says.

“After the CSC, I would like to visit research facilities and farmers, in Europe, who are 
practicing precision agriculture to understand how they manage in a significantly different 
environment to Brazil.”

Contact:
pricewaterhouseCoopers rua 
José pires neto, 314, Cambuí - 
Campinas - Sp - Cep 13025-170 
ph: 55 19 3794-5400
mob: 55 19 9 9721-0391 
e: daniela.coco@br.pwc.com

Contact:
geoagro Farm management
Vacaria-rS - brazil
skype: fpaganella
ph: +55-54-9973-1253
ph: +55-54-3232-3516
e: fabiano@plantecvacaria.com.br
www.geoagro.com

braZil
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 baptiste dE FRESSANGES, from Coulondon in France, receives a 
Nuffield scholarship supported by France Génetique élevage. He will study methods to 
reduce the costs in intensive system for suckler cows.

Baptiste is responsible for the breeding in family’s farm. He manage feeding, reproduction 
and genetic for 120 suckler cows. He work with his brother who manage the cultures: 
wheat, sunflower, rape and barley on 250 hectares.

Breeding cows is expensive, Baptiste would like search and know if there are solutions for 
reduce the costs. “I’d like to know how the different farms in the world feed is cow, study 
ration and maybe lock the different methods for improve the genetic without breaking 
the bank”.

In addition Baptiste will look the market of the beef for understand the meds and adapt 
his production. To do so, he will visit: USA, UK, Argentina and Europe.

 guillaume BERNARd from Saint Clair sur Elle in Normandy is also a 
2015 Nuffield scholarship recipient.

Guillaume was a dairy producer for 15 years. He still farming crops (wheat, maize, barley, 
rapeside…) and grassland for cattle beef. He worked as a dairy consultant for 2 years 
to enhance Lorraine dairy farmers to promote better techniques of grazing to produce 
raw milk.

“I am convinced that dairy sector is at a crossroad. World dairy food consumption, world 
market milk price fluctuations, European quotas abolition, CAP reform and new expecta-
tions of the consumers and world citizens on environment and food production are the 
mayor challenges that dairy farmers will have to face in the future. Milk farmers will have 
to conciliate high level of dairy cows performances and to develop systems of milk pro-
duction capable of delivering sustainable returns within these constraints. Management 
of grazing and new innovations in low cost grass-based system developed by pilot dairy 
farmers have to be broadcasted in order to adopt better practices and to promote grass 
on systems of milk production in France, but also in the world.”

Guillaume has started to study grassland dairy systems in France, Ireland and Netherland 
dairy farms and dairy production research centers.

“Though the Nuffield Scholarship, I plan to study the dairy farm innovations of grazing 
techniques in several countries like United Kingdom and New Zealand and investigate 
news techniques of grass silage distribution in cowsheds in denmark and Sweden. These 
investigations will be studied on dairy farms but also in dairy production research centers” 

Contact:
l’histoire
03000 Coulandon
France
ph: +33 (6) 70 54 04 89
e: gaecdesjudelles@laposte.net

Contact:
la hunière 
50680 Saint Clair sur elle
France
ph:  +33 (6) 26 18 20 78
e: guillaumeb2012@gmail.com 

FranCe
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 Victor LEFoRESTIER has been awarded a scholarship for 2015 supported 
by BIo3G. 

An agronomist and technical salesman for Sly France, a strip-till manufacturer I’ve been 
around conservation agriculture for a long time. I’m also a contributor to « TCS Magazine » 
the french no-till magazine.

I will research how to develop a holistic approach on arable farms and how holistic mana-
gement could be applied.

With the project of taking over the family farm in the future, I’d like to use holistic mana-
gement to develop a vision and a strategic plan. 

Holistic management is seldom applied to arable farm and there is virtually no informa-
tion in french. I’d like to applied it on our farm and to bring it to France ». 

With potatoes, flax and sugar beets in the rotation dreaming about no-till may not be 
the best choice for our farm. Managing holisticaly will lead us to explore new ways of 
producing and challenge our imagination.

I’d like to visit Australia, New-Zealand, USA and South Africa, to meet farmers who imple-
mented holistic management and organisation who promote it and train farmers.

 maire ahern MCCARTHY is married to Brian and they have 3 children, 
Ciara (18) Sarah (15) and Brian (12).  Living in Innishannon Co. Cork, she is a native of 
Kilbrittain in West Cork.  They have a dairy and beef enterprise, supplying milk to Bandon 
Co-op.  Maire is a serving member of the Board of Bandon Co-op and is a Qualified Finan-
cial Adviser. She has completed a diploma in Food Business and Corporate Governance 
in UCC. Having worked in AIB Bank from 1988 to 2008, she then worked in the financial 
services arm of Crowley McCarthy Accountants as a financial adviser from 2008 to July 
2014.  She is currently working with South Western Services as Head of Auditing - Bord 
Bia dairy and beef audits. Maire previously worked as Regional development officer with 
Irish Grassland Association.  She is very interested in current affairs and enjoys reading, 
walking & farming in her spare time. Maire’s study topic is Exploring Innovative Ways of 
Financing Farm Gate Requirements.

Contact:
36, rue Saint druon
59000 lille
phone : +33 (0)6 82 04 21 65
e:  victor.leforestier@gmail.com

Contact:
ballyhandle, innishannon,
Co Cork.
Tel:  087-2354353
e: ballyhandlefarm@gmail.com

FranCe
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 John BUCKLEY from Bantry in West Cork has been awarded the FBd Trust 
Nuffield Scholarship 2015. His study topic is “Satellite Farm – Building a Team for Success”.

John is married to Marguerite and is farming in a Milk Production Partnership with his 
parents on their home farm. They farm 120 ha and calve 190 cows between Autumn 
and Spring herds. He graduated from CIT and Clonakilty Agricultural College with a Higher 
Certificate in Science in Agriculture in 2005, and has completed work experience in both 
New Zealand and the UK. John is chairman of his discussion Group, an active Macra na 
Feirme member and was FBd Young Farmer of the Year 2013.

The future for agriculture in Ireland is bright. Young people are enthusiastic about agri-
culture and our food is known worldwide for its quality and sustainability. Turning grazed 
grass into profit will be key.  John feels the best way to do this is through sustainable 
dairying. With quotas nearing an end and more and more farmers looking for a more pro-
fitable return from large outside blocks of land, he wants to research other farmers who 
have set up both once off and multiple satellite farms. He wants to gets the positives and 
negatives in establishing and managing such farms and management systems in place. 

John intends to travel to UK, New Zealand, Tasmania and USA. He is grateful to Nuffield 
Ireland and the FBd Trust for giving him the opportunity to do this.

 Joe BURKE is Beef and Livestock Sector Manager with Bord Bia, the Irish Food 
Board, which is responsible for market development, promotion and market information 
for Ireland’s agri-food industry.

He is also closely involved in the family beef farm in Co. Limerick, finishing around 200 
cattle per year. These are mainly purchased as weanlings and slaughtered as steers at 
around 24 months of age.

Joe graduated with a first class honours degree in Agricultural Science from University 
College dublin in 2002, and has previously worked as a beef nutrition advisor and in 
management in the beef processing industry.

Joe intends to focus his study on profitable, sustainable beef production using dairy-bred 
animals.  This is of particular interest currently because Ireland’s national dairy herd looks 
set to expand greatly in the coming years.  The growing number of pure-dairy and beef-
cross calves represents a major opportunity for the Irish beef sector.  Joe will seek to 
provide much-needed direction in this regard, by highlighting best-practice internationally 
in rearing, production, processing and marketing of beef from the dairy herd.  He intends 
to visit New Zealand and Australia, as well as the UK and Continental Europe. 

Contact:
aughaville,
bantry, Co. Cork,
ireland
Tel: 086 1958050
e: johnbuckley86@gmail.com 

Contact:
ballyhobin, 
Caherconlish, 
Co. limerick.
Tel: 087-7995335            
e: joe.burke@bordbia.ie
Twitter: @joeburkebeef 
 

ireland
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 aidan GLEESoN is a suckler and beef farmer from the Ballyhoura area of 
South Limerick.

He is a graduate of Waterford Institute of Technology where he studied agricultural 
science.

Aidan is very involved in his community, he is on the Board of the local development 
company, he is the chairman of Limerick Volunteer Centre, as well as being the current 
Chair of Limerick IFA.

His area of study will be the challenges of leadership in the beef industry, and how to 
encourage improved efficiency, innovation and better communication in the sector

 Kevin MoRAN is a 21 year old, from Claremorris Co. Mayo, and is one of 11 
children with 5 brothers and 5 sisters.

He attained a Certificate in Agriculture from Mountbellew Agricultural College and was 
awarded Teagasc/FBd National Student of the Year 2013. 

He leased a 36Ha block from his Uncle, in Caherlistrane, Co. Galway in 2012. Having 
grown up on a dairy farm Kevin had developed a natural passion for dairy farming from 
a young age, the decision to established a dairy enterprise was an easy one. In 2013 he 
milked 72 cows, and in 2014, having heifers contract reared allowed him to milk 100 
cows in a compact spring calving system, with a huge emphasis on grass utilisation.

His study topic is ‘Methods by which young farmers can obtain capital and establish their 
own enterprise’. Kevin feels that it is crucial to have mechanisms in place to enable young 
farmers to get on the agricultural ladder. Accessing capital will be crucial to driving Irish 
agriculture forward, particularly in a quota free environment.

His topic will also focus on the importance of investing wisely, investing in areas that 
generate and appreciate, rather than investing in depreciating products.

Kevin intends to use my scholarship to travel to New Zealand, Australia, Chile, America 
and Europe.

Contact:
Coolavehy, 
ballyorgan, 
Kilfinane, 
Co, limerick.
Tel: 087-2389467 
e: gleeson.at@gmail.com   

Contact:
Killamanagh,
Caherlistrane,
Co galway.
Tel: 085-8563967
e: morankevin797@gmail.com

ireland
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 maeve o’KEEFFE is in partnership with her parents, Eddie & Linda o’Keeffe, 
and they run a spring calving dairy farm. Maeve is the Founder and CEo of Inspect 4 
Hoof Trimming Limited. She is a participant on the Enterprise Ireland New Frontiers Pro-
gramme.  She is the Secretary of the Irish Cattle Foot Trimmers Association and the 
Chairperson of St. Catherine’s Camogie Club. 

Maeve attained a BSc in Land Management Agriculture from Waterford Institute of Tech-
nology in 2012. She previously spent 18 months working on a 1,300 cow dairy farm in 
New Zealand. Her experience in New Zealand gave rise to the genesis of her solution, the 
‘Inspect 4 turn over crate’. 

It is as a result of her experiences to date that Maeve has come to her Nuffield topic ‘To 
Investigate Lameness in dairy Cows’. 

Lameness is a costly ongoing problem and one that will increase as a result of the aboli-
tion of milk quotas. dairy herd sizes are increasing along with the grazing platform, cows 
will have to walk further in larger groups under greater pressure. There are indirect and 
direct costs associated with lameness however Irish farmers only tend to see the direct 
costs. Farmers will need to reduce costs to improve efficiencies to stay competitive. In her 
research she will investigate the costs associated with lameness and how to reduce these 
costs going forward in an expanding Irish dairy herd.

 brian RUSHE is married to Rebecca and they have one son, John, who is 
three years old. Together with Brian’s parents, they are new entrant dairy farmers and 
commenced milk production in the Spring of 2013. Currently they are milking 80 cows, 
with the stock on hand to milk 140 cows in 2015; they have plans to expand their 
business to 300 cows in the near future. They are converting their farm from a beef and 
tillage enterprise, with plans in place to fully convert to a low cost spring calving dairy 
enterprise by January 2016.

Brian’s study topic is: “Effectively Advocating for Agriculture and the Agri-Food Industry”. 
Brian has become increasingly aware and concerned in the widening gap between the 
Irish general public and those involved in the agricultural industry. Agriculture is Ireland’s 
largest indigenous industry and it contributes hugely to the economic and social well-
being of the Irish state. Brian feels that we are not effectively communicating this mes-
sage to the general public, he feels that farmers and those involved in the sector are its 
best spokespeople. We need to work harder to develop an understanding of our industry 
across all areas of society. By doing so, Brian believes that Irish Agriculture will be in a 
stronger position to push through its Harvest 2020 targets and manage any controversies 
or opponents that might arise in the future.

Brian intends to travel to Canada, America and Australia in order to study how advocacy 
groups in these countries are successfully getting their positive message across.

Contact:
Kilphilibeen,
ballynoe,
mallow,
Co. Cork.
Tel: 087 9539581
e: maeveok123@gmail.com 

Contact:
Coonagh
Carbury
Co. Kildare
Tel:  086-1748866
e: brianrushe1981@hotmail.com
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 gerjan SNIPPE from Zeewolde in the Netherlands, received the Nuffield 
Scolarship 2015, supported by Rabobank.

Gerjan is co-owner and managing director of Bio Brass. Bio Brass is a grower, packer and 
marketing company for a wide range of organic crops, supplying major retailers throu-
ghout Europe. Bio Brass is growing 200 hectare of brassica’s and salads in a crop rotation 
of 2000 hectare of organic land. The company is not only dealing with production, but 
also category management and consumer behavior.

The study will focus on the question how sustainability fits with producing more, with less 
input. What is the effect longer term on soils and yield and how dependent are farming 
models on this input. 

The study will benchmark intensive farming models, mostly a lot of external input, with 
more extensive farming models, less dependent on external inputs. What is the forecast 
of those farming models  on yield, succession, costing and motivation of the farmer.

This case study is a trendy topic in the discussion about food security in the supply chain 
of major retailers, also amongst customers of Bio Brass.

 marije KLEVER, from Utrecht in the middle of the Netherlands receives her 
Nuffield scholarship from the Rabobank. She will study how farmers are connected over 
the world in markets and product chains and how this connection can be strength-end.

Her daily work is on a dairy farm which she owns together with her parents. In 2012 she 
graduated from Wageningen University and worked on farming styles, farmer groups and 
farmer communication. Further more she has been active in the young farmers group 
of FrieslandCampina (dairy) and de Samenwerking (feed). With those experiences the 
question raise how farmers are connected over the world.  

‘during my study and later in my work world trade of agricultural products was an impor-
tant subject and was often leading to discussions. In particular I would like to find out if 
farmers can be connected over the world in way so that they benefit more and it is more 
sustainable. ‘

Marije would like to visit countries which play a major role in the dairy farm chain for 
sure this will include countries in which cattle feed is produced such as Brazil. But she is 
also interested in places where she can learn from alternative product chains and farmers 
corporations.  

Contact:
Winkelweg 57
3896 lh Zeewolde
netherlands
ph: 0031 613227128
e: snippe@biobrass.nl

Contact:
meerndijk 61
3454hp de meern
Tel:  0031306661380 

0031618452929
e: marijeklever@hotmail.com
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 guus MENSINK, from dedemsvaart in the eastern Netherlands, receives 

the 2015 Nuffield scholarship, supported by Global dairy Farmers and doC Kaas.

Guus will study the opportunities for the dutch dairy industry after the milk quota. He will 
focus on risk management and especially the futures and options market. 

As co-owner of a dairy farm with his brother they have 240 cows and 200 young stock. 
They grow 60 ha of grass and 10 ha of maize. 

Guus’s travel itinerary includes the USA, Brazil, and Sweden.

Contact:
g.m. mensink
Tottenhamstraat 17
7701.bl dedemsvaart
(+31)(0)654964948
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