
No t e s  o n  a  r e vi e w  o f  t h e  2 0 0 7  S c h olar s’  
Int ern a ti o n al  C on f er e n c e   
 
The following no t es  record delega t es’ com m e n t s  and recom m enda tions a t  
t h e  closing debrief of t he  2 0 0 7  Scholars’ In t e rna tional Conference  a t  t h e  
Greenwood Inn, Calgary on Friday 2 n d March 2 0 0 7 . 
 

• Whilst  t here  were  a  number  of recom m enda tions t ha t  could be  
adop t ed  t o  improve the  conference  in fu ture years , delega t e s  agreed  
tha t  t h e  even t  had be en really succe s sful and tha t  any com m en t s  
should be  t aken in  a posi tive manner. 

• Scholars  were  gra t eful t hey had be en able t o  m e e t ;  t hey fel t  t he  
grea t e s t  value  had com e from the  ne tworking oppor tuni ty  ra ther t han 
th e  visi t s  t he m s elves . 

• There  was  general agree m en t  t ha t  a  profes sionally facilita t ed  bonding 
exercis e a t  t h e  beginning would have  as sis t ed  in ge t ting  to  know each 
o ther. 

• Delega t e s  fel t  t heir program m e had be en to t a lly focused  on an 
agricul tural view of t he  world.  I t  would have  be en in t eres ting to  learn 
wha t  o ther groups  such as  governmen t , t he  o il indus t ry and re t ailers  
t hink of u s; t he  program m e should have  given us  a wider view of 
agricul ture. 

• The s t ric t  timeke eping was  es s en tial and had be en apprecia t ed. 
• Group size: 

¬ Two buse s  would be  preferable, if only one was  u sed  the  group 
should be  subdivided to  crea t e  s maller groups  (following the  UK 
t our of Calgary Farmers’ Marke t  on Sa turday a sub-group size of 
1 2 - 1 5  was sugges t e d  by delega t e s ) 

¬ Groups should change  daily, allowing all delega t e s  t o  m e e t  and  
mix 

¬ Some fel t  t hey should have  be en allowed to  choos e  t ours , an 
equal number fel t  i t  was  more  impor t an t  t o  s e e  t hings ou t side  
t h eir comfor t  zone. 

• More scene  se t ting would have be en desirable: 
¬ Local informa tion was grea tly apprecia t ed;  i t  dep ends on good, 

well-informed  bus  drivers  and  tour leaders . 
¬ A map would have  be en  helpful 
¬ Summaries  of th e  background to  hos t s , speakers  & visi t s 
¬ More financial da t a  t o  suppor t  pres en t a tions 
¬ Oppor tuni ty  t o  s e e  re t ail environmen t  ( supermarke t  visi t ) 
¬ Meet  ‘ordinary’ farmers   
¬ The program m e didn’ t  permit  delega t es  t o  look a t  t he  busines s  

aspec t s  of many visi ts . 
¬ Avoid duplica tion of visi t s 
¬ Hos t s  ne ed ed  be t t e r  briefs  on who th ey were  

m e e ting / addres sing and the  objec tives  of t he  group. 
• Organisa tion: 

¬ Break up  days more, pos sibly with speakers  in the  morning and 
an af t ernoon tour (or vice versa) 

¬ More time  off in t he  day 
¬ “Less  bu t  more” 
¬ UK Scholars  should have their Nuffield busines s  cards  available 

for sharing with hos t s  and fellow Scholars . 



¬ Avoid duplica ting visi ts . 
¬ Impor t an t  t o  be  challenged, the  visi t  t o  a Hu t t e ri t e  co m munity 

had  be en  a highligh t . 
 
 
 


